WILL THE MOMENT OF HEPATITIS C DIAGNOSIS UNDERMINE THE PROMISE OF NEW TREATMENTS? AN ANALYSIS OF CANADIAN WOMEN'S EXPERIENCES
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Background: Hepatitis C Virus (HCV) Affects ~250,000 Canadians; The Majority Of New Cases Are Among People Who Inject Drugs. Despite Recent Reductions In New HCV Cases, Prevalence Is Increasing In Young Women. HCV Diagnosis Has Been Described As Being Trivialized By Healthcare Providers, Despite Evidence Showing That Good Care At Diagnosis Enhancing Access To HCV Treatment And Care. 
This Presentation Will Focuses On A Group Of Canadian Women’s Experience Of HCV Diagnosis To Identify Recommendations To Improve Care At Diagnosis, That Will In Turn, Enhance Women’s Access To Treatment And Care.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Methods: This Qualitative Study Using Narrative Methodology, Conducted Across Three Canadian Provinces, Explored Women’s Experience Of HCV Diagnosis. Through Purposive Sampling, 25 Women Were Recruited And Interviewed, The Majority Were Drug Dependent. Methods Informed By Grounded Theory Guided The Analysis.

Results: The Thematic Analysis Revealed The Diagnosis Experience Was Significant For The Women, Their Journey Into Care And Access To Treatment. 
Diagnosis Experiences Were Characterized By The Context Of Diagnosis/What Promoted Testing/Who Did The Testing And The Information/Health Education Received At Diagnosis. Significant Variation Was Noted Within Participants’ Experiences Which Were Influenced By The Role Of Drug Use, Type Of Services Delivered And The Context Of Women’s Lives. The Women’s Experience Of Diagnosis Ranged From Feeling Fully Supported To No Support (Diagnosis Provided By Letter). The Context Often Influenced How Prepared Women Were For Their Results, And The Absence Of Accurate Information Post-Diagnosis Magnified The Psychological Distress That Can Follow A HCV Diagnosis.

Conclusion: Women’s Experiences Of Diagnosis Had Significant Implications For Their Access To HCV Care And Overall Health. An Improved Understanding Of Women’s HCV Diagnosis Experience Can Facilitate Practice And Policy Improvements And Inform Future Research. These Findings Highlight The Need For Interventions/Supports To Improve HCV Diagnosis And Women’s Access To New Highly Effective Treatments.
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