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» Strengthening the transfer management system
and Improve the accessibility of Methadone
Maintenance Treatment for participants are very
urgent.

* Methadone Maintenance Treatment (MMT) transfer
service Is a service allow participants transfer from
registered MMT clinical to another for working, travel
and other reasons. The transfer is currently utilized in
different countries.

* Delayed return is defined as the length of due back
date and the actual back date after transfer
experience. Participants of MMT who use transfer
service delayed return were always associated with
treatment failure and the risk of dual dose.

* Objects: We aim to describe the delayed return
situation and explore the potential risks.

Transfer participant provided information:
The ratify from original MMT Clinical
The exact date of transfer period
The reason of transfer

The duration of transfer
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Clinical provided information:
1. The dose of methadone therapy;
2. The arrangement of transfer.

When the transfer period is ended, the participants were
required to back to the original and will not allowed get
the treatment in the transfer clinical.

*Administration CCFaD: Guidelines on the management of methadone
maintenance treatment in China. 2015(1).

* This is a retrospective audit of patient records study
conducted in nine MMT clinics in Guangdong
province, China. A total of 3382 transfer records
were recruited for the research from 516
participants. The number of transfer experience
from each participants varied from 1 to 116 times in
the ten years. All the participants utilized transfer
services at least once from January 1st, 2008 to
December 31th, 2016 . A description analysis was
employed to show the characteristics of transfer
participants. Multilevel regression were conducted
to explore the potential risks
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Figure 1 The distribution of transfer experience and delay return from 2008 to 2016

Among 3382 transfer experience,
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most participants

transfer for reason of work (82.47%,2789/3382), would
travel 24.25 km (IQR:18.90,67.24), with 62.41 = 31.96
methadone daily dosage and applied for 3 days transfer.
The majority of them come back to the original MMT

clinic(62.32%,2209/3382) after transfer.

Table 2 The Description of Transfer-related characteristic of transfers (level 1)
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Note: Different between delayed on time and delayed return*P<0.05; **P<0.01; ***P<0.001.
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