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A Friedman test for differences in weekly injecting frequency among the time points 
(baseline and every 4-weekly interval until week 26) gave a significant result, χ² (7) = 
36.44, p< .001. The significant difference with the largest effect size was observed 
between baseline (week 1) and week 8 of treatment.(Table 1). 

Table 1: Post-hoc comparison for injecting frequency difference between 
baseline and week 8  

https://www.medicinehow.com/methadone/ 

Background 
  

Global estimates of drug-related deaths are increasing annually, with most involving opioidsa. Demographic risk factors have been identified in the 
literatureb, however evidence is lacking on psychosocial factors associated with overdose which could inform targeted harm reduction interventions. 
 
Aim: Identify psychosocial factors associated with drug-related overdose.  
 

Systematic Search Results 

Experienced fatal or 
non-fatal OD  

Range= 3275 -3364 

 

Age range=  
20.9 - 56.4 yrs 

 

Overall sample 
>50%                   

4 studies  
female sample 
only 

Themes  Conclusions 
 
 Complex picture where past experiences 
meet present conditions and overdose risk is 
influenced by internal factors and external 
pressures.  

 
 Individuals’ capability to use substances 
safely is influenced by physical and social 
opportunities which, despite high levels of 
knowledge of drugs and perception of risk, 
perpetuate risk-taking by disinhibiting use of 
substances.  

 
 Interventions to reduce risk of overdose 
should investigate mechanisms of individual 
behaviour change to respond to 
environmental factors. 
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Demographic factors 
influencing behaviour 

Incarceration Traumatic Experiences 

Overdose experience  
& risk perception 

Healthcare experiences 
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Other sources 
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