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Background

Global estimates of drug-related deaths are increasing annually, with most involving opioids?. Demographic risk factors have been identified in the
literature®, however evidence is lacking on psychosocial factors associated with overdose which could inform targeted harm reduction interventions.

Aim: |dentify psychosocial factors associated with drug-related overdose.
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Conclusions

» Complex picture where past experiences
meet present conditions and overdose risk is
influenced by internal factors and external
pressures.

» Individuals’ capability to use substances
safely is influenced by physical and social
opportunities which, despite high levels of
knowledge of drugs and perception of risk,
perpetuate risk-taking by disinhibiting use of
substances.

» Interventions to reduce risk of overdose
should investigate mechanisms of individual
behaviour change to respond to
environmental factors.
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