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Drug-related deaths in Scotland are at an all-time high. 6\ POLICE

SCOTLAND

BACKGROUND Naloxone is an emergency antidote to opioid related

overdose. It is increasingly issued to first responders,

including police officers around the world. A pilot exercise to test the carriage and
administration of naloxone by police officers in test areas of Scotland was conducted in

2021.

Mixed methods process evaluation, including:

« Online survey of police officers in test areas. * Quantitative data regarding update and
« Interviews and focus groups with police officers, people with administration of naloxone and number of
lived experience, family members, support workers and senior overdoses encountered.

strategic stakeholders.

=10 553 " By the end of the pilot:

recorded incidents

uptake of _ 51 of naloxone
naloxone kits, administration by
police officers.

officers were

808 trained in the use

of naloxone,

Key facilitators Key barriers

Opportunity and duty of police to save a life. Concerns about over-reliance on police services.
Positive experiences of naloxone administration. Concerns about potential legal liability.
Opportunity to link drug users with support services. Opposition from the Scottish Police Federation.
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