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• Treating people who inject drugs may
also have indirect pro-­‐health benefits
including reduction in high risk injection
drug behavior

• The low rates of HCV reinfection seen in
many HCV treatment studies in PWID
may be partially related to decreased
injection risk behavior

• We acknowledge the study participants
• Funded by the National Institute on Drug

Abuse (Grants No. R01DA041298 and
R01DA041501)

Results

• Direct	
  acting	
  antiviral	
  (DAA)	
  therapy	
  has	
  
proven	
  safe	
  and	
  effective	
  at	
  curing	
  HCV	
  
infection	
  in	
  people	
  who	
  are	
  actively	
  injecting	
  
drugs,	
  with	
  low	
  rates	
  of	
  reinfection

• We	
  examine	
  the	
  injection	
  drug	
  behavior	
  
changes	
  that	
  took	
  place	
  in	
  a	
  cohort	
  of	
  
individuals	
  treated	
  for	
  HCV	
  while	
  still	
  reporting	
  
active	
  injection	
  drug	
  use.

• Data	
  was	
  analyzed	
  from	
  the	
  Accessible	
  Care	
  Trial	
  for	
  curing	
  HCV	
  in	
  PWID,	
  a	
  
randomized	
  clinical	
  trial	
  comparing:	
  
• Accessible	
  Care	
  -­‐ on-­‐site,	
  low-­‐threshold	
  HCV	
  treatment	
  with	
  care	
  

coordination	
  at	
  a	
  New	
  York	
  City	
  syringe	
  service	
  program
• Usual	
  Care	
  – on-­‐site	
  referral	
  to	
  HCV	
  patient	
  navigator	
  with	
  facilitated	
  

referral	
  to	
  local	
  provider
• Changes	
  in	
  medication	
  for	
  opioid	
  use	
  disorder	
  (MOUD)	
  treatment,	
  injection	
  

frequency,	
  and	
  injection	
  equipment	
  sharing	
  were	
  compared	
  in	
  the	
  two	
  arms	
  
over	
  12-­‐months
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Participant	
  Characteristics Days	
  injecting	
  in	
  last	
  30	
  days	
  

Eligibility	
  criteria:	
  
(1)HCV	
  RNA	
  positive	
  and	
  
(2)Had	
  injected	
  drugs	
  in	
  the	
  past	
  90	
  days.

Overall	
  
(N=165)

Accessible	
  
Care	
  (N=82)

Usual	
  Care	
  
(N=83)

Characteristic n	
  (%) n	
  (%) n	
  (%)

Age	
   (Mean,	
  sd) 42.0	
  (10.6) 42.6	
  (10.7) 41.3	
  (10.6)

Age 18-­‐29	
  years 21	
  (12.7) 11	
  (13.4) 10	
  (12.0)

30-­‐44	
  years 77	
  (46.7) 34	
  (41.5) 43	
  (51.8)

45+	
  years 67	
  (40.6) 37	
  (45.1) 30	
  (36.1)

Gender

Male 128	
  (77.6) 62	
  (75.6) 66	
  (79.5)

Female 36	
  (21.8) 19	
  (23.2) 17	
  (20.5)

Transgender 1	
  (0.6) 1	
  (1.2) 0	
  (0.0)

Race/Ethnicity

Hispanic 97	
  (58.8) 45	
  (54.9) 52	
  (62.7)

Non-­‐Hispanic	
  White 53	
  (32.1) 26	
  (31.7) 27	
  (32.5)

Non-­‐Hispanic	
  Black 8	
  (4.8) 7	
  (8.5) 1	
  (1.2)

Non-­‐Hispanic	
  Other 7	
  (4.2) 4	
  (4.9) 3	
  (3.6)

Homeless	
  (past	
  3	
  month)	
   94	
  (57.3) 48	
  (58.5) 46	
  (56.1)

Health	
  Insurance

Public 155	
  (93.9) 76	
  (92.7) 79	
  (95.2)

Other 5	
  (3.0) 1	
  (1.2) 4	
  (4.8)

None 5	
  (3.0) 5	
  (6.1) 0	
  (0.0)

Incarceration	
  History

Ever	
  Incarcerated 138	
  (83.6) 70	
  (85.4) 68	
  (81.9)

Recent	
  Incarceration	
  
(within	
  the	
  last	
  90	
  days)* 12	
  (7.3) 2	
  (2.4) 10	
  (12.0)

Injection	
  Frequency	
  in	
  past	
  
30	
  days

Daily 65	
  (39.4) 33	
  (40.2) 32	
  (38.6)

Less	
  than	
  Daily 100	
  (60.6) 49	
  (59.8) 51	
  (61.4)

Drugs	
  Used	
  Regularly	
  (last	
  
90	
  days)

Heroin 79	
  (47.9) 36	
  (43.9) 43	
  (51.8)

Cocaine 46	
  (27.9) 24	
  (29.3) 22	
  (26.5)

Speedball 41	
  (24.8) 20	
  (24.4) 21	
  (25.3)

Other† 39	
  (23.6) 19	
  (23.2) 20	
  (24.1)

Current	
  Medication	
  for	
  Opioid	
  Use	
  Disorder

Methadone 106	
  (64.2) 52	
  (63.4) 54	
  (65.1)

Buprenorphine 10	
  (6.1) 6	
  (7.3) 4	
  (4.8)

No	
  medication	
  for	
  opioid	
  
use	
  disorder 50	
  (30.3) 24	
  (29.3) 26	
  (31.3)

Interaction	
  with	
  non-­‐HCV	
  clinician	
  the	
  past	
  90	
  days 82	
  (49.7) 44	
  (53.7) 38	
  (45.8)
Treatment	
  for	
  psychiatric/emotional	
  condition	
  the	
  
past	
  90	
  days 49	
  (29.7) 28	
  (34.1) 21	
  (25.3)

Number	
  of	
  injections	
  in	
  last	
  30	
  days	
  

Injected	
  w/	
  used	
  syringe	
  from	
  someone	
  else	
  (30d)

Times	
  sharing	
  cooker	
  in	
  last	
  30	
  days

MOUD	
  treatment	
  in	
  last	
  30	
  days


