Practice of sharing injection devices among different age groups of people who
Inject drugs In Georgia (Integrated bio-behavioral surveillance survey 2022)
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Background

People who Inject drugs (PWID) are at increased
risk of acquiring bloodborne infections due to their
high-risk Injection practices. This study aimed to
evaluate the sharing practice of injection devices
among Georgian PWID participating In Integrated
Bio-Behavioral Surveillance Survey (IBSS)
conducted In 2022.

Methods

The study included PWID >18 years old who
Injected illicit drugs withing the past month.
Respondent-driven sampling was used to conduct a

cross-sectional IBSS across seven cities In Georgia.

Face-to-face Interviews were conducted using a
structured survey to collect respondents’ socio-
demographic data, and knowledge and practices
regarding drug use. Association between sharing
Injection devices with different socio-demographic
factors and HCV prevalence was evaluated.
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Results

The survey was conducted among 2005 PWID.
78.3% of participants were >35 years old.

During the last month, a higher rate of injecting the
device used with someone else was reported In
younger participants (48.8% vs 30.2%; OR=2.21,
95% CI: 1.59-3.08). During the last drug use,
23.4% of participants aged <35 used shared
Injection paraphernalia being In touch with the
needle/syringe used by someone else, as opposed
to 18.7% of those aged >35 (OR=1.33, 95%
Cl:1.03-1.72). HCV antibodies were positive
among 42.0% of PWID with the history of sharing
Injection devices compared to 29.5% of those who
never shared (OR=1.73, 95% CI: 1.37-2.18).

Rate of Iinjecting the device used with someone else
by age groups, during the last month
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Conclusion

Risky behavior related to drug use, namely sharing
the Injection devices, IS more common among
younger PWID. Therefore, this age group should
be the major target while planning educational
activities. The HCV antibody positivity was also
significantly associated with injection device
sharing, emphasizing the importance of preventive
measures to reduce the transmission of bloodborne

Infections.
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