
Opioid Use Disorder (OUD)            in corrections 

Opioid Agonist Treatment (OAT)              risks for
drug use and overdose

Daily OAT dosing           treatment drop-out

Extended-release buprenorphine (XR-BUP) 

Limited evidence on feasibility and effectiveness

       may be beneficial for this population

Searches: Pubmed, Embase, and PsychINFO;
February, 2023

Inclusion: feasibility or effectiveness of XR-BUP

N=2,219 studies identified, N=93 full text screens,
N=84 excluded, N=9 included 

Risk of bias: Joanna Briggs Institute

Results narratively reported 

Data suggest correctional populations are interested
in XR-BUP, and it is safe and cost-effective

XR-BUP             post-release drug use, overdoses, and
healthcare utilization 

XR-BUP             post-release treatment retention and
community reintegration

XR-BUP is a feasible and effective alternative
treatment for correctional populations with OUD

XR-BUP may              community release-related risks and
barriers to treatment retention

Efforts to              access and uptake of XR-BUP among
correctional populations should be explored

  

Heterogeneous: 1 qual, 2 economic, 1 cross-sectional, 2
retro cohorts, 1 case series, 1 RCT, and 1 non-RCT
Risk of bias: N=4 low; N=3 moderate; N=2 high

Incarcerated participants were 2X readier to try XR-BUP;
many preferred XR-BUP to previous oral OAT

XR-BUP was safe; no diversion, OD, or deaths; many mild
side effects (pain, swelling, vomiting, headaches)

XR-BUP was the least costly OAT (vs. MMT or Bup/Nal)

Drug Use (n=3 studies):           in opioid use and IDU
Treatment Retention (n=3 studies):            participants
remained engaged in XR=BUP vs. other OAT post-release
Health Care Utilization (n=2 studies): XR-BUP             jail
medical visits and likelihood of post-release ED visits
Re-incarceration (n=1 study):             participants on XR-
BUP were re-incarcerated compared to Bup/Nal

Side effects, fear of needles, under-dosing, and reduced
efficacy vs traditional OAT, lack of information, preference
for known OAT

            risk of opioid relapse, withdrawal, overdose, and
pressure to divert  
More discreet         less stigma 
            likelihood of obtaining employment post-release
due to fewer clinic visits

Study Characteristics

Feasibility (n=3 studies): 

Safety (n=3 studies):

Cost (n=2 studies):

Effectiveness

Barriers: 

Facilitators:
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