





Press release template







One of the fundamental principles guiding effective press release writing is adhering to ‘The 5Ws’: who, what, where, why, and when. By clearly identifying what makes your story unique and compelling to the media that you are pitching it to, you increase the likelihood of capturing attention. Below is a template that can help you craft a compelling press release.

For the purpose of this template and example press release, we have focussed on World Hepatitis Day as the hook/angle. However, the same approach can be taken for any event

1. Headline
This should summarise the story and encourage people to want to know more. You can also use this as the subject line of your email to the media outlets, for example:

This World Hepatitis Day, advocates call for an urgent scale-up of hepatitis C testing, treatment and prevention in prisons

2. Introduction (lead paragraph)
This should include the who, what, where, why, and when. You can see this in practice in the below example:

On World Hepatitis Day (when), observed today, advocates (who) are calling for local prisons (where) to enhance testing, treatment and prevention for hepatitis C (what), a bloodborne virus with long-term health risks like liver failure and cancer if left untreated. Hepatitis C disproportionately affects incarcerated individuals and so prisons play a crucial role in protecting public health and preventing transmission to local communities (why).

3. Background Information
Provide context and relevant information about hepatitis C in prison settings.
Include statistics, research findings, and the impact of hepatitis C on individual and public health. You can source global statistics about hepatitis C burden, but country-level, regional or even local statistics can be even more powerful. A useful website for sourcing statistics on hepatitis C burden is the Coalition for Global Hepatitis Elimination country data profiles
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Explain how transmission occurs in prisons and why it's a pressing concern for the prison population and local communities
Highlight any existing efforts or initiatives (either local or examples from other regions/countries) to address hepatitis C in prisons

4. Quotes
Incorporate quotes from experts, advocates, or individuals directly impacted by hepatitis C in prisons.

Ensure quotes are impactful, accurate, and support the key messages of the press release.

5. Solutions and calls to action
Present actionable steps to address the issue and advocate for change. For example:

[image: ]  Call for increased funding for hepatitis C testing, treatment and prevention programs in prisons
[image: ]  Advocate for policy reforms to improve access to healthcare and harm reduction measures
[image: ]  Encourage community involvement and support for initiatives aimed at combating hepatitis C in prisons
6. 
Contact Information
Provide contact details for media inquiries or further information.

[image: ]  Include your name, organisation, phone number, and email address
[image: ]  Make yourself available to provide additional information or arrange interviews
[image: ] Example: For media inquiries, please contact [Your Name] at [Your Organization], [Phone Number], [Email Address]
7. 
Visuals
Consider including visuals to complement the press release.

Include photographs, infographics, or charts to illustrate key points
Ensure visuals are relevant and reinforce the message of the press release










This project was funded by a grant from Gilead Sciences. Gilead Sciences had no input into the content, tone, emphasis or selection of the models profiled.
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