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Background & Methods
• HCV disproportionately affects people who inject drugs 

(PWID)
• Effective treatment for HCV is available, and are effective.
• Semi-structured interviews conducted  in methadone clinics 

and needle and syringe programmes (NSPs)/drop-in centres 
(DICs) in Nairobi and Coastal Kenya (35 individuals) 
• Participated in the parent TLC IDU study  
• Received HCV treatment
• Achieved SVR
• Purposively sampled participants of varied age and sex

• Oversampled participants from Coast due to higher HCV 
prevalence (Akiyama et al., 2019)



Results
1. Financial constraints as a barrier to HCV 
treatment
“Sometimes I lacked the fare and sometimes I used to feel so 
hungry that I could not take the medication.”
2. HCV-related stigma
“Initially people used to say this disease is only prevalent among 
the drug users… when we got the treatment people slowly started 
trusting us.”
3. HCV treatment impacts on health and risk 
behaviours
“You know when I started treatment, I stopped using drugs and I 
was told that sex is one mode of transmission and I started using 
condoms frequently not like before.”
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Summary
• PWID benefit from HCV treatment in multiple 

ways
• In LMICs face unique challenges in seeking HCV 

treatment
• Sustainable and impactful HCV treatment 

programs must address barriers faced by 
patients
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