13th International Conference on Health and Hepatitis in

Substance Users
14-17 October, 2025

Century City Conference Centre, Cape Town, South Africa

Plenary 1: Opening Ceremony + Harm Reduction Plenaries
Room: Hall A&B

'Welcome from INHSU

Emma Day, INHSU, Australia

Convenor Welcome

Andrew Scheibe, TB HIV Care, South Africa & Angela McBride, SANPUD, South Africa

Government Welcome

Dr Aaron Motsoaledi, Minister of Health, South African Department of Health, South Africa

Community Opening

Rita Gatonye, Women in Respone to HIV/AIDS and Drug Addiction (WRADAY), Kenya

EMCR Awards & INHSU Awards

State of the Art on Harm Reduction
Ernst Wisse, Médecins Du Monde, France

Harm Reduction in Prisons
Rick Altice, Yale University School of Medicine, United States

Questions & Discussion

Coffee Break

Scholarships Meet Up

Room: Discussion Space (Hall D)

Plenary 2: Plenary Abstracts + Drug Policy Reform Panel
Room: Hall A&B

11:15- | The global epidemiology of injecting drug use, HIV, viral hepatitis and & people who are i a ic review
11:27 Louisa Degenhardt, NDARC, Australia
11:27 -
Q&A
11:30
11:30 - Potential Impact of the Suspension of US PEPFAR Funding for Opioid Agonist Therapy on HIV and Hepatitis C Transmission Among People Who Inject Drugs
11:42 Kennedy Kipkoech, University of Bristol, United Kingdom
11:42 -
Q&A
11:45
11:45 - Drug Policy Reform: Global Trends, Challenges, and the Future of Drug Policy
12:45 Alison Ritter, University of New South Wales, Australia & Samatha Chong, Member of Legal Working Committee National Task Force on Drug Decriminalisation, Malaysia & Mohd Fadzli Mohamad Isa, Hospital Kuala Lumpur and Ministry of Health, Malaysia & Diego Garcia-Devis, Open Society Foundations & Charity Monareng, Students for Sensible Drug Policy International, South Africa & Anton Basenko, INPUD, Belgium
1245- ) nch
13:45
12:45- CATIE Canadian Networking Event

First Timers / New Members Meet Up

Concurrent 1F: From Evidence to Access: Laying the

Concurrent 1A: Abstract Session - Hepatitis CElimination - Concurrent 1B: Abstract Session - Peer-Led Models of Care | .~ Concurrent 1C: Abstract Session - Trends and Prevention of Lads 1E: Practical jes for with o e et Dot S URI
:45 - :45 - :45 - oundation for Long-Acting Depot Buprenorphine in
and Harm Reduction in Prisons 1o and Community Engagement 1one Drug Related Deaths 1os |People Who Use Metn o 60802 Depot BEprenorp
: : : s
Room: Hall A Room: Hall B Room: Hall C Room: Discussion Space (Hall D) )
Room: Meeting Room 11
Global Goverage of Interventions for Reduction of Injecting .  Values and fLow-Dead o This Workshop will explore efforts by advocates in the Global People who use meth are among the most stigmatized people Despite its potential to expand treatment options and improve
Drug Use-Related Harm, HIV. Viral Hepatitis and Space Needles and Syringes Among People Who Ini Overdose Mortality in Canada: Long-Term Trends, Age and South to ensure policies and laws uphold the health and rights who use drugs. As meth use becomes more common globally, outcomes, access to long-acting depot buprenorphine (LADB)
13:45- rug Use-Related Harm, HIV, Viral Hepatitis an 13:45- pace Needles and Syringes Among People Who Inject 1345 |Sex Dispariti 4R \Variati ’ e e ot diEs e men e ’ ° o ) '
ruberculosis in Pri 4 Other Carceral Setti Drugs in Johannesburg, South Afr ex Disparities, and Regional Variations of people who use drugs. Speakers will provide updates on the doctors, researchers, and harm reduction providers will need remains extremely limited in low- and middle-income
1357 ‘uberculosis in Prisons an \er Carceral Settings 1357 rugs in Johannesburg, South Africa 1357 e R e A " ) : - } ' ' ) —
status of various reform efforts, showcasing ongoing to tailor services to the unique needs of this community rather countries (LMICs). Recent investment by Unitaid in hepatitis C
Thomas Santo Jr, NDARC, UNSW Sydney, Australia Danieta Sefora Goeieman, University of the Witwatersrand, Harika Dasari, Universite de Montreal, Canada strategies, challenges, and opportunities with attendees. than just deeming them “noncompliant” or “hard to reach”. In prevention presents a critical opportunity to generate and
South Africa this session, people with lived and living experience of meth disseminate evidence on the feasibility and impact that LADB
lj'g;' Q&A lj'g;' Q&A lj'g;' Q&A The Workshop will also provide a space for attendees to use will share their challenges and success seeking care and could have in LMICs, and to lay the foundation for broader
: : : collaborate, learn, and share with one another through devel grams that engs le who use meth.
Hepatitis C Virus Reinfection Following Treatment ina Community-Led Review and Design of Needle-Syringe Exploring Potential Underestimates in Fatal Overdose e ©/CIOPINg programs (it engage people who use met. feeess
. Cohort of People Who Inject Drugs in Prison: The SHARP-P |, . Programming in Armenia and Georgia: Reflections and . Mortality Across Major Metropolitan Areas in Mexico dynamic format, which will nclude discussion and strategizing
14:00- 14:00- N 14:00- around themes such as increasing public/media support for
janp |Studv 1412 |Leamings From Phase 1 a1p  |Between2005-2019 B e
Petik Yedigaryan, RWRP, Armenia & Lasha Abesadze, reform and effective government engagemen
Anna Conway, The Kirby Institute, UNSW, Australia David Goodman-Meza, UNSW, Australia
GeNPUD. Georsia
1412~ 1412~ 1412~
1ans | %A 1ans | %A 1ans | %A
Decentralization, Integration, and Task-Shifting With The University of Kentucky Harm Reduction Hub: A o -
ecentralization, Integration, and TasicShifting Wi '© University of Kentucky Harm Reduction Hub Quantifying the Contribution of Fentanyl to Non-Fatal and
1a:15. | Hepatitis C Self-Testing: A Micro-Elimination Project Among| 5.1 _ Model of C DIVeNDIVE | 14:15. | Fpral Overdosesin San Diego 024 A Mo
a2y |PrisonersinNorthern India a2y |Checkingand Information Sharing 14127 :
g g Rachel Vickers-Smith, University of Kentucky, United States of [ '
AJEET SINGH BHADORIA, AlIMS RISHIKESH, India A . Oluwatosin Jegede, University Of California San Diego
merica
14:27 - 14:27 - 14:27 -
1az0 | %A 1az0 | %A 1az0 | %A
One Step Closer Towards HCV Elimination: Lessons From Community-Led Monitoring of People Who Inject Drugs pilot Respi . .
Ny . ! y ) o " aPilo " o
25 High-Intensity Point-of-Care Testing Campaigns Across During the War in Ukraine as a Mechanism to Improve the
1450 |28H igh-Intensity e 'g Campaign: 14:30- rg SR P 1430~ |Prevent Drug-Related Deaths
1442 risons in Queensland, Australia 1433 Quality and Accessibility of Services 1442
) Igor Kozak, Ukrainian Network Of People Who Use Drugs, X i
Mim O'Flynn, Kombi Clinic, Australia o Kristina Hnizdilova, University of Dundee, United Kingdom
kraine
14:42- 14:33- 14:42-
&A &A &A
1445 |% 1435 |% 1445 |%
High Prevalence of Non-Fatal Overdose and Gaps i
A One-Stop-Shop for Hepatitis C Care in the Community Access for TB and PWUD gh Prevalence of Non-Fatal Querdose and Gaps in
> P . Among C R d People Who
. Corrections Setting: The Nurse and Peer-Led C No More . Peer-Led for TB Case . " N et
45 e 1435 | Among PWUD in Temeke, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 1445+ |infect Drugs in Athens, Greece: Findings From the
14:48 o 14:38 e ’ ’ 14:48 ARISTOTLE 2024-2025 Program
Vana Sypsa, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens,
Samara Griffin, Burnet Institute, Australia Rehema Peter, Women Suport Group, Tanzania Greec
reece
14:48 - 14:38 - 14:48 -
1aso | %A 140 | %A 1aso | %A
“Quick, Simple, and Friendly": Understanding th N i ! - o
Quick, Simple, and Friendly": Understanding the Integrated Peer-Led Blood Borne Virus (BBV) Screening, A Fentanyl Overdose Prevention Intervention Involving
Acceptability and Accessibility of a Nurse and Peer-Led, >ore e iy
1450 ° ) " . Results and A " Fentanyl Test Strips on Non-Fatal Overdose:
:50-  [Mobile Model of Hepatitis C Care Adjacent to Community | 14:40 - N 14:50 - N N
§ Tode : ! and the West Midlands : A Randomized Clinical Trial
14:53 Corrections in Melbourne. Australia 14:43 14:53
Alexandra Skinner, Brown University School of Public Health, |13:45 - 13:45 - 13:45 -
Samara Griffin, Bumet Institute, Australia Stuart Smith, The Hepatitis C Trust, United Kingdom
United States of America 15:15 15:15 15:15
1453 - 14:43 - 1453 -
Q&A Q&A
14:55 14:45 14:55
ing the Characteristics of People Who Tested
mining the Characteristics of People Who Teste Peer-Led for Equitable f People Trajectories of Neighborhood-Level Overdose Risk
Positive for Hepatitis C That Were Reached Through a ° " 0 "o N
Monite  PoorLod Modot of Gare in Mot Who Inject Drugs (PWID): Evidence From the HepCo Cohort for of Harm Services:
. obile Nurse and Peer-Led Model of Care in Melbourne, ) h .
i P 1445 |in Montreal, Canada 14:55- | Results From the PROVIDENT Study
14:58 ustralia 14:48 14:58
Isabelle Boisvert, Centre de recherche du Centre hospitalier Alexandra Skinner, Brown University School of Public Health,
Bridget Reid, St Vincent's Hospital Melbourne, Australia i i
de UUniversité de Montréal - CRCHUM, Canada United States of America
14:58 - 14:48 - 14:58 -
1500 | %A 1aso | %A 1500 | %A
Evaluation of Hepatitis C Virus Core Antigen Testing Using Peer-Delivered Needle and Syringe Programmes (NSP) in provid ing the Health
rovider e Heal
y Elecsys Hepatitis C Virus Duo Assay for Screening and . the United Kingdom (UK): Harm Reduction Interventionsto |, vice y Eine
15:00 - bi s of HCV in People in i 14:50 - Und P - 15:00-  |Harms of Xylazine in the United States
15:03 iagnosis of in People in Prisons 1453 Inderserved Communities 15:03
Vana Sypsa, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Patrick Kelly, Brown University School Of Public Health, United
Stuart Smith, The Hepatitis C Trust, United Kingdom
Greece States of America
15:03 - 1453 - 15:03 -
&A &A &A
1505 |% 1ass % 1505 |%
Harm ion and Rei ion: A Scaling Up Naloxone Distribution to Maximize Impact:
1ai55. | Community-Led Safe Space for People Who Use and Inject |10~ |Di in Overdose History Among Naloxone
asg |DrugsinKiambu County, Kenya 1508 |Recipients by Agency Type in Kentucky, USA
Morris Kariuki, Haven Addiction Centre Kiambu - Community Hanna Knudsen, University of Kentucky, United States of
Based Organization. Kenva America
14:58 - 15:08 -
1500 |24 1510 |34
Harm Reduction Kiosk Co-Designed by Community
15:00- | Agencies and People With Lived Experience With
15:05- 15:03 Use in Rural Kentuckv
15415 Session Q&A April Young, University of Kentucky. United States
: 15:03 -
&A
1505 |%
Access: Peer-Delivered Hepatitis C Self-Testing | o0
15:05. |and Treatment Via Mail for People Who Inject Drugsin 1os [SessionQsa
1508 |Denmark
Jonas Demant Christiansen, Jonas Demant Hansen, Denmark
15:08 -
&A
1510 |%
15:10-
Session Q&A
15:15
1515- | Goffee Break & Poster Tour
16:00
Poster Tour 01: From Fingerstick to Frontline: Testing and Poster Tour Cure:
as25- | e B 1525- [ oo 15:25- | PosterTour 03: Tools of in Action
15:50 e “7&“'"79_" ald 15:50 °"1'°o_7. D 15:50  |Posterboards: 93-89 Hall D
Safety and Efficacy of Glecaprevir/Pibrentasvir for 8 Weeks - o otes o fLow-Dead
Field-Based RNA Testing to Simplify HCV Treatment for for People With Acute Hepatitis C Virus Infection Who Use Soacw Needtos and Syringes Among Peopts Wh Infect
15:25-  |High Barrier Patients 15:25- | Drugs: A Sub-Analysis of a i Phase 3 15:25- Dp N st NY" ,g & Peop! d
15:30 15:30  |studv 15:30 rugs in Oyo State, Nigeria
Dylan Moore, Viral ElimiNation (VEN) Centers, United States Brian Conway, Vancouver Infectious Diseases Centre, Canada Joshua Folorunsho, Society for Family Health, Nigeria
Upscaling Mobile Community-Based Point of Care Testing — - - »
AQualitative Study Exploring B d Facilitators
(POCT) Services; Establishing POCT Service in Third Sector Qualtative Study Bxplorng Barrors nd rao o (OAA) Addressing Gender Disparities in Access to Medically
aRapid- irect-Acting Antiviral
y Organisations, St to Effective y P e y Assisted Therapy: A Women-Led Outreach Activity in
15:30- ! " y 15:30- | Model for Hepatitis C Treatment Among People Who Use 15:30- |8
§ Services. Success Stories from a Drug and Alcohol Service § ) ? § Kiambu, Kenya
1535 | 15:35 | Drugsin Malaysia 15:35
in Wales
Leila Wairimu, Haven Addiction Centre Kiambu - Community
Ryan Davies, NHS Public Health Wales, United Kingdom Nadhir Adi Azahar, Universiti Malaya, Malaysia
Based Organization. Kenva
Whole Genom dD Analysi
Evaluating Feasibility, Acceptability and Linkage to Care of " ;’ e ba" ;"g om hays's
of ‘Unusual’ He itis ul 's 6xa and a lelapse
1535 patitis C Self-Testing Through Dif Care 1535~ |qaom n o pa 'y:e o Lo 1535. | Protonged Release Opioid for Recovery (PROP) Study
" i i :35 - ase: A Study on U Acting :35-
1540 | Models Among People Who Inject Drugs in Cameroon 1540 | ol (DA Trentee i 1540
Karin Hatzold, PSI, South Africa Shilpa Tomar, ICMR-National Institute of Virology, Pune, India Sarah Donaldson, University of Dundee, United Kingdom
Hepatitis and Other Human Rights Programming: Easing Access to Justice for
15:40- | Bloodborne Viruses Using a Capillary Blood Postal Service 15:40- | People who Use Drugs
15| e Uk bt R e Pharmacist-led Hepatitis C diagnosis And Rapid 1545 | et IV and AIDS O .
Stephanie Hutchings, ealth Security Agency, United Management - in Community (PHARM-C): A Phase IV ‘olaan Andrews, Networking HIV an 'S Community o
Kingdom 15:40- " N N Southern Africa (NACOSA). South Africa
12ws |Nonblinded Randomized Controlled Trial Soden e Pt - —
De ing Integrated Care - Evolution of a P into th )
y o-Livering Integrated Care - Evolution of a Program into the y Behavioral Characteristics of People Who Help Others
15:45- | AOD Space 15:45 - e
15:50 15:50  |MmiectDrues
Alex Wade, Mid North Coast Liver Clinics, North Coast HARP,
ol Camelia Capraru, Toronto Centre For Liver Disease/VIRCAN April Young, University of Kentucky, United States
ustralia
o . Concurrent 2C: “It's the first time anyone’s asked me what|
Concurrent 2A: Insights into Harm Reduction ) - . -
e atian 1 A Concurrent 2B: Prison Health for People Who Use Drugs want”: optimising NSP coverage by focusing on the values 16:00- Worker Times of Crisis
Implementation in Africa
i Room: Hall B and preferences of people who inject drugs 17:30  |Room: Discussion Space (Hall D)

Room: Hall A

INHSU GAM

ocation: Hall C

Room: HallC

INHSU 2025 Welcome Reception
Location: Ground Floor Foyer




13th International Conference on Health and

Hepatitis in Substance Users

14-17 October, 2025
Century City Conference Centre, Cape Town, South Africa

Thursday 16 October 2025

7:30 Registration Open

8:00 - 8:06 | Welcome and Introductions

8:06 - 8:14 | Test and Treat: The Impact of HCV Cure without Delay

8:14 - 8:22 | Test and Wait: The Impact of Inaction

Panel Discussion: Why the Wait?

8:22-8:30 |\ e ssing Test and Treat Barriers in Key Populations

8:30 - 8:40 | Panel Discussion: Successful Strategies for Testing and Treating People Who Inject Drugs

8:40 - 8:45 | Audience Q&A

ler:

Plenary 3: Gender Con: ns in Health and Plenary Abstracts
Room: Hall A&B
Jude Byrne Award Introduction

Annie Madden, INPUD, Australia

Jude Byrne Award Recipient

Kaumba Akosua Akuffo, Ti Comfort Home, Zambia
Jude Byrne Award Recipient

Vielta Club Eney, VOLNA, Ukraine

L Il ions Between Gender and Health
Kiran Pienaar, Deakin University, Australia

HIV and HCV Care for Women Who Use Drugs
Neliswa Gogela, Groote Schuur Hospital / University of Cape Town, South Africa

Questions & Discussion

Addressing Mental Health to Improve PrEP Engagement: Insights from Women Who Use Drugs, Mental Health Providers, and Outreach Workers in Tanzania
Haneefa Saleem, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School Of Public Health, United States

Q8A

ject Drug: ing H

Services in Kenya

Correlates of Non-Fatal Overdose and Associated Risk Factors Among People Who i
Lindsey Riback, Albert Einstein College Of Medicine/Montefiore Medical Center, United States

Q&A

Coffee Break

‘Welcome and Introductions

10:50 - Part 1: Test - Lifting Barriers and Expanding Access to HCV Care

11:00 Discuss strategies to improve access to testing for all people infected with HCV, focusing on high-risk groups (people who inject drugs and MSM). Discussion to cover barriers and solutions to testing from a system/provider level as well as from a patient level

11:00 - Part 2: Treat - Addressing Acute HCV and HCV Reinfection

11:10 Discuss immediate treatment initiation and specifically address managing acute HCV cases, as well as within existing systems. D to cover barriers and approaches to treatment without delay from a system, provider, and patient level
11:10-

Close

Concurrent 3B: Hepatitis B in the African region: What is
needed to expand access to care and what is the role of
integration with harm reduction, hepatitis C, and HIV
programs?
Room: Hall B

Concurrent 3D: The State of the Art in Stigma: Key
Concepts, Measurement Issues and Evidence-Based
Approaches to Reducing Stigma

Room: The Verve

Concurrent 3A: Surviving and thriving in a crisis: the impact
of community advisory boards in peer-led responses,

Concurrent 3C: Inside & Out: Nurse-Led Healthcare in
Prisons and Post-Release
Room: HallC

11:15-
12:15

sharing experiences and interventions
Room: Hall A

Concurrent 3E: Integrating Mental Health, Harm Reduction
and Hepatitis Care to Improve Outcomes
Rool iscussion Space (Hall D)

: Welcome and Introductions.
12:50 |Andrew Scheibe, TB HIV Care, South Africa
1250~ |Acknowledging the disparities in women's health
13:00 [Seun Falade-Nwulia, Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, United States
13:00- | Debate Session
13:30 | Moderator: Mamokgethi Phakeng
15:80- Q&A session
13:39
13:39- | Addressing the gaps inwomen's health
13:44 |Angela McBride, SANPUD, South Africa
13:44- | Meeting summary and close

Lunchtime Workshop: Research Collaboration and Engagement: A Solutions-Focused Workshop to Identify and Overcome Challenges in Research Implementation and Participation
Location: The Verve

Concurrent 4C: Abstract Session - Opioid Agonist
0-  Treatmentand Safer Supply: Experiences, Outcomes, and

Concurrent 4D: Navigating the challenges of US funding
cuts from diverse perspectives across the INHSU network

Concurrent 4B: Abstract Session - Research on gender,
health inequities, infectious disease, and harm reduction

Concurrent 4A: Abstract Session - Innovations in HCV
Prevention, Case Finding and Testing

Language,

Concurrent 4E: Rewriting the Narrative:
e Advocacy for Harm

15:30 Model: Reduction Programmes
Room: Hall A Room: Hall B ocels Room: The Verve oe!
Room: Hall C Room: Di ion Si {Hall D}
Safety, Tolerability, and Out: of _— N N N
Prevalence of Hepatitis C Infection Among People afety, Tolerabillty, and Outcomes N Quaitative Evidence of Service User Experiences and This session will enable attendees to understand how the This discussion space is an invitation for organisations to hold
iving Point-of-Care Testing at C Services in of Ci c . Long-Acting Inj ine for global cuts have impacted different groups globally, how each a dialogue, from the global south perspective, with peers in
14:00 - Austratia 14:00- Virus During Pregnancy: Interim Results From the STORC ~ |14:00- Opioid Treatment— :Smpi:g Review of these groups are navigating in these challenging times, and other regions to exchange our approaches on harm reduction,
14:12 14:12 Studv 14:12 how we, as a global community, can support each other. not just a set of services, but as a political and structural
Annabelle Stevens, UNSW/Kirby Institute, Australia Catherine Chappell, University of Pittsburgh, United States Charles Henderson, Burnet Intitute, Australia Presenters willinclude two early-mid career researchers, two to witha gend mative focus. It
nurses, and two community members from across the INHSU challenges the systems that criminalize poverty, gender, and
1492- oen 14:12- QzA 14:12- QzA network. This will be followed by a Q&A and panel discussion. drug use. This space aims to elevate how communities across
14:15 145 145 : Patrick Kelly, Anton Basenko, Siriporn Nonenoy, the Global South are reshaping the narrative: defining harm
Assessing the Potential of Reducing Homelessness on HCV Provider ging Hepatitis C Transition to Methadone Take Away Dosing and Perceived Phumzile Mngomezulu, Charity Monareng, Thato Chidarikire reduction on their own terms, resisting punitive frameworks,
14:15. | Elimination and Ending the HIV Epidemic Among People |, During Current Practi d a1 Benefits at a High-Capacity Temeke Methadone Clinic in and building people-centered, gend mati
1427 Who Inject Drugs in San Diego County 1427 Pathways Forward 1427 Dar es Salaam, Tanzania responses. Through storytelling and shared advocacy tools, the
Natasha Martin, University of California San Diego, United session aims to strengthen regional and cross-regional
|states Grace Burton-Mckeich, Kirby Institute, Australia Francis Benedict, Temeke Regional Referral Hospital, Tanzania dialogue, support narrative change, and show donors and
1a27- 1a27- 1a27- decision-makers why investing in gender-transformative harm
14:30 Q&A 14:30 Q&A 14:30 Q&A reduction means investing in resilience, dignity, and justice.
Gamification of HIV and HCV Among itis C in i fa Decentralising Hepatitis and Opiate Substitution Therapy
14:30- People Who Inject Drugs in Nigeria: A Novel Approach 14:30- Shared Decision-Making Care Model 14:30- Services in South Africa Through Mobile Clinic Services
14:42 14:42 14:42
Emmanuel Clement, University of Port Harcourt School of Madeline Mccrary, Washington University School of Medicine, Yolaan Andrews, Networking HIV and AIDS Community of
Public Health. Nigeria United States Southern Africa (NACOSA). South Africa
14:42 - QaA 14:42 - QaA 14:42 - QaA
14:45 14:45 14:45
i ilori i i i i i i of
Emergency Department Opt-out Testing for Hepatitis C: A :":’"“gla"::a"l:;’":g °"’.'_ id A::;}'f:{r\;‘_’";"::‘: ::'_"'fs: :'“ f"“'; ’_"‘_’d o e
1445 | Different Risk Profile and Increased Case-Finding 14:45 - r Female Sex Workers Living inSo ricat An |4, 5 eople on Opioid Agonist Therapy Who Transitionto
14:57 14:57 Implementation Planning Studv 14:48 F inTshwane. South Africa
Basil Ahmad, St George's University Hospitals Nhs Foundation Joseph Gregory Rosen, Brown University Warren Alpert Tshireletso Victoria Ngobeni, COSUP (Community Oriented
Trust, United Kingdom Medical School. United States Use Programme), South Africa
14:57 - 14:57 - 14:48-
&A &A &A
15:00 @ 15:00 @ 14:50 @
A Decade of Dried Blood Spot Testing for Blood Borne AGlobal ‘Women and HIV The Relationship Between Opioid Agonist Therapy and
15:00- Viruses and Sexual Health Screening in Wales: How 15:00- Medication: A Scoping Review of Women’s Perspectives 14:50 - Cessation of Injecting Drug Use: Evidence From a
1503 Capillary Blood Has Revolutionised Screening 1503 and Engagement Across the Continuum 1453 Prospective Cohort Study of People Who Inject Drugs
M tlan, Wal list Virol t t Paul Dietze, Burnet Institute/National Drug R h Institut
lorgan Cutlan, Wales Specialist Virology Centre, United Tamara Bamett, Cool Aid Commurity Hesith Certre, Canada aul Dietze, Burnet Institute/National Drug Research Institute,
Kingdom Australia
15:03- 15:03- 14:53-
&A &A &A
15:05 @ 15:05 @ 14:55 @
Evaluating the DBS Test-and-Treat Model (DBS-TaT): Rapid The Effect of Se: the Incidk f Ambulai 14:00 - 14:00 -
AZ:;; Itr:)gLo: Barri:r H: natitirsec Treoa:n:m wn:m)n " Aneend:nces Ar::r:‘ P:oml:el \:l':.?l:e: D:. : .c: Victoria The Effect of Opioid Substitution Therapy on Health 15:30 15:30
15:05 - P 15:05 - N g Peop! o 8 ’ |14:55- Outcomes in People Who Use Drugs in South Africa : )
15:08 Phlebotomv 15:08 Australia 14:58
Andy Seaman, Central City Concern, Oregon Health & Ashleigh Stewart, Burnet Institute, Australia Elaine Saayman, Sediba Hope Medical Centre, South Africa
University, United States
15:08 - 15:08 - 14:58 -
&A &A &A
15:10 Q 15:10 Q 15:00 Q
The Impact of a Pilot Supervised Alcohol Provision Program
Using Hepatitis C Infection Surveillance Data to Opti Gender Differences in Transactional Sex Among Women in Homeless First Nations Austr: 's With Alcohol Use
15:10- | the Care Continuum in Montréal, Canada 15:10- | and Men Who Inject Drugs in Kenya 15:00- rder Within Adelaid fon to
15:13 16:13 15:03 Maintain Ongoing Engagement in Healthcare
James O'Grady, McGill University Health Centre, Canada I;[a"‘"ah Manley, Albert Einstein College Of Medicine, United Blaire Brewerton, DASSA, Australia
ates
15:13- 15:13- 15:03-
&A &A &A
15:15 Q 15:15 Q 15:05 Q
( and C i iorities: The The Risks of HCV and HIV Incidence Among People Who
Experiences of People Who Inject Drugs (PWID) and Inject Drugs Who Also Undertake Sex Work or Male-With- Perceived Impacts Following the Closure of Safer Opioid
15:15- Immigrants in Accessing Hepatitis C Care in Montreal, 15:15- Male Sexual Activity: A Meta-Analysis Combining Published | 15:05 - Supply Programs in Ontario, Canada
15:18 Canada 15:18 and Unpublished Estimates 15:08
James O'Grady, McGill University Health Centre, Canada Joshua Dawe, University of Bristol, United Kingdom Matthew Bonn, ChangeMark Research & Evaluation, Canada
15:18 - 15:18 - 15:08 -
&A &A &A
15:20 Q 15:20 Q 15:10 Q
HIV and HCV C Viral Load
The Hepatitis Dashboard': A Ni Led Model of Care That
Sue ::s He' . “s ::{imm :::: d:m o :Veste:l:esyne Among People Who Inject Drugs in Kenya Amidst Scape Up What Does It Mean When We Say “It Works”?: User
1520 e s Y 15:20- |of Harm Reduction and Antiviral Therapy, But Regionaland |15:10- i i Safer Supply (SPSS)
15:23 15:23 Gender Disparities Persist 15:13
Kindness Bondezi, Westmead Hospital - WSLHD, Australia I;la:‘heWAk‘yama'ALbE"E‘"S‘e‘"C"“ege of Medicine, United Juls Budau, University Of Northern British Columbia, Canada
ates
15:23- 15:23- 15:13-
&A &A &A
15:25 Q 15:25 Q 15:15 Q
Integrating HIV, Hepatitis B& C, and Tuberculosis Services
15:25- to Improve Health Outcomes Among People Who Inject
Drugs in Gombe State. Nigeria
15:28 15:25- . 15:15- N
), C Session Q&A Session Q&A
Suraj , Sufabel D Initiatives, | | Q 15:30 Q
Nigeria
15:28-
&A
15:30 @
15:80- | Gotfee Break

Concurrent 5C: Implementation Science to Improve Harm
Reduction and HCV/HIV Models of Care for People Who
Use Drugs
Room: Hall C

Concurrent 5B: Stimulant use disorders - new treatments
and future directions
Room: Hall B

Concurrent 5A: Making the Case: Financing and Sustaining
Harm Reduction in a Changing Landscape
Room: Hall A

Concurrent 5D: Ethical Storytelling: A Co-Created Blueprint
Room: The Verve

Conference Dinner

Location: Cabo Beach Club, V&A

Cape Town




13th International Conference on Health and

Hepatitis in Substance Users
14-17 October, 2025

Century City Conference Centre, Cape Town, South Africa

09:30 - Plenary 4: Innovations in HCV and HIV Treatment + Plenary Abstracts
11:00 Room: Hall A&B
Innovations in Hep C Care
09:50 Oluwaseun Falade-Nwulia, Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, United States
09:50 - HIV Treatment and Prevention in People who use Drugs
10:10 Linda Gail-Bekker, Desmond Tutu HIV Centre, University of Cape Town, South Africa
10:10- Questions & Discussion
10:30
10:30 - Effect of Point-of-Care RNA and Dried Blood Spot Testing on Initiation of Treatment Among People With HCV Attending Needle and Syringe Programs: A Practice-Level Cluster Randomised Controlled Trial
10:42 Jason Grebely, The Kirby Institute, UNSW, Sydney, Australia
10:42- Questions & Discussion
10:45
10:45 - D i of to i ir in Non-Cirrhotic Chronic Hepatitis C Patients: A Nested Case-Control Analysis from the EASE Trial
10:57 Huan-keat Chan, Clinical Research Center, Sultanah Bahiyah Hospital, Malaysia
10:57 -
A
11:00 @
- Coffee Break and Poster Tour
11:45
11:10- Poster Tour 04: From Modelling to Micro-Elimination: 11:10- Poster Tour 05: Bridging the Gaps: Increasing Access and 11:10- Poster Tour 06: Overdose, Stigma, and Considerations for
11:35 Advancing HCV Models 11:35 Continuity of Care 11:35 Harm Reduction
84-88. HallD 41.74.42.75 2-6
Modeling the Impact of Changing Drug Markets and .
Person-Centred Care as a Primary Approach to Harm
Structural Determinants on HCV and HIV Transmission ) N i"r N r and rimary ppl;isease 3 in Surveying Overdose Incidence amongst People who Use
11:10- Among People Who Inject Drugs in the United States: A Rural| 11:10- New Brunswick Canada 11:10- Drugs (PWUD) in 8 South African Cities
1:15 and Urban Comparison 1:15 ’ 1:15
Natasha Martin, University of California San Diego, United
States Tony Kelly, River Stone Recovery Centre, Canada Yolaan Andrews, NACOSA, South Africa
Demographic Differences in History of Overdose and
From Pavement to Prescription: Linking Hepatitis-C Care Low Retention of Female Patients on OAT Treatment, Wimeii: L" Cl)verrdose Almor: Nl;yloxon‘; Recipients in
11:15- Through Street Outreach 11:15- Ukraine's Experience During the War 11:15- K " gUSA g P
1120 1120 1120 entucky.
Dylan Moore, Viral ElimiNation (VEN) Centers, United States Yevheniia Zakrevska, icf "Alliance For Public Health", Ukraine Hannah Knudsen, University of Kentucky, United States
Achieving Sustained Hepatitis C Virus Micro-Elimination Care App for Anabolic Steroid Use Type Use
11:20 - With the ion of a Ci Care Pathway 11:20 - Disorder: A Swiss Perspective on Public Health and Harm 11:20 - and Mental Health Issues Among Men Who Have Sex With
11:25 in England 11:25 Reduction 11:25 Men in Bangkok, Thailand
) Jeffrey Fehler, Central & North West London NHS Foundation - Philip Bruggmann, Arud Centre for Addiction Medicine, : Nittaya Phanuphak, Institute of HIV Research and Innovation,
Trust, United Kingdom Switzerland Thailand
Modelling the Impact of Hepatitis C (HCV) Testing and
Treatmer?t on Hc':l Inciden:e Alr:mn (Pea )le wrlmgln'ect Closing Supervised Consumption Sites in Toronto, Canada:
11:25- gPeop! g 11:25- Estimating How Many People Will Lose Access
11:30 Drugs in England [o] and Strategy 11:30
Kennedy Kipkoech, University of Bristol, United Kingdom 11:25 - of Hepatitis C Among PWIDs in the Oil Spill-Impacted Ahmed Bayoumi, University of Toronto, Canada
11:30 Communities, Niger Delta, Nigeria
Barriers, Gaps, and Global Trends: Advancing Hepatitis ) Psychometric Properties of a Drug Use Stigma Scale Among
11:30 - Elimination for People Who Use Drugs 11:30 - People Who Inject Drugs in the United States
11:35 11:35
Emmanuel Clement, University of Port Harcourt School of Eshan Patel, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health,
Gaj Gurung, Harm Reduction International, Nepal N
Public Health, Nigeria United States
Concurrent 6E: Pins, Pipes and Paraphernalia: Communi
Concurrent 6A: Abstract Session - Scaling Up Hepatitis C Concurrent 6B: Abstract Session - Integrated Care: From the . " o g pe P q Ity
N N Concurrent 6C: Policy and Partnerships 11:45 - Preferences in the Selection of Low Dead Space Syringes
Treatment: What Works, What's Next Hospital to the Community
Room: HallC 13:15 and Needles and Other Harm Reduction Commodities
Room: Hall A Room: Hall B gfes an
Room: Discussion Space (Hall D)
The Majority of Patients With Hepatitis C Not Achieving SVR e tioactof ] B This 90-minute interactive workshop will introduce core Needle and syringe procurement in international development
the
) Can Be Successfully Retreated With First-Line Regimens: ) P t S ) Modelling the Impact of Cuts in PEPFAR-Funded HIV Pre- concepts of implementation science. Participants will engage in has tended to procure large amounts of the equipment that
11:45 - . y 11:45 - of HIV Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis Through Harm Reduction | 11:45- i practical exercises to apply implementation science PWID have been able to source in criminalized settings. This
N Results From a Multidisciplinary Team Approach to Guide . N . Exposure Prophylaxis for People Who Inject Drugs
11:57 Treatment Decisions 11:57 Interventions for People Who Inject Drugs 11:57 frameworks, including two real-world case studies in harm leads to oversize needles and syringes that are often low quality
reduction and substance use care. and sometimes not suitable for PWID. This workshop will help
Alison Boyle, NHS GGC, United Kingdom Peter Vickerman, University Of Bristol, United Kingdom Jack Stone, University Of Bristol, United Kingdom sensitize participants to the choices — optimum and constrained
11:57- QaA 11:57- QaA 11:57- QaA — that PWUD make when selecting which needles, syringes and
12:00 12:00 12:00 T 3o SHIELD 2.0: A Rapid A TorC — other paraphernalia people will select to take drugs.
owards .0: ARa ssessment of Commun
) ) Leaving No One Behind - Integration of HCV Care in Anti-TB er P! unity
R Rural inHCV After . L Readiness to Improve the Interface Between Law
y i . Treatment for People Who Use Drugs During Wartime in y N B
12:00- Suboptimal Outcomes: One and Done Is Not the Answer 12:00- Ukrai 12:00- Enforcement and Behavioral Health Services in Appalachian
12:12 12:12 raine 12:12 Kentucky
Talia Loeb, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School Of Public Health,
Jennifer Havens, University Of Kentucky, United States Zahedul ISLAM, Alliance for Public Health, Ukraine
United States
12:12- 12:12- 12:12-
A A A
12:15 @ 12:15 @ 12:15 @
Hepatitis C and The Impact of Engagement in Hepatitis C (HCV) Care on the
12:15- Completion Among Clients of a Medically Supervised 12:15- Skin and Soft Tissue Infections Healthcare Burden Among 12:15- Racial and Ethnic Inequities in Drug-Related Arrest Patterns
12:07 Injecting Room in Melbourne, Australia 12:07 People Who Inject Drugs in Quebec, Canada 12:07
Alexandra Skinner, Brown University School of Public Health,
Dylan Vella-horne, Burnet, Australia Mariam El Sheikh, McGill University, Canada
United States
12:27 - 12:27 - 12:27 -
A A A
12:30 @ 12:30 @ 12:30 @
Estimating the | 't of Scaling Up Hepatitis C Vi
g stimating the Impact of Scaling Up Hepatt ‘|s |r_us g Staff and Clinician ives on Risks by . Violence and Stigma Experiences From People Who Use
12:30- Treatment Among People Who Inject Drugs in Tayside and | 12:30 - People Who Use D N Acute Care Hospital Setti 12:30- b 4 Workers in H .
12:42 Allof Scottand 12:42 'eople Who Use Drugs in an Acute Care Hospital Setting 12:42 rugs and Workers in Harm Reduction Settings
Bidisha Kundu, University Of Bristol, United Kingdom Cathy Long, Unity Health Toronto, Canada Marie Jauffret-Roustide, INSERM, France
12:42 - 12:42 - 12:42 -
A A A
12:45 @ 12:45 @ 12:45 @
the ing Unique Needs of
andF of Long-Acting for Incidence, Patient-Directed Discharge, Readmission, and . N e ‘|qu N
. N N N N L N L African, Caribbean, and Black (ACB) Populations in Canada
12:45 - the Treatment of Hepatitis C Virus: A Survey of Patients in 12:45 - Mortality Among People Hospitalized With Injecting-Related 12:45 - N Use Harm i N A
Diverse Low- and Middle-Income Countries Infection: A Population-Based Linkage Stud: )
12:48 12:48 P - v 12:57 Review of the Evidence
Shatyam Issur, Long-Acting Therapies Community Advisory
R David Goodman-Meza, UNSW, Australia Salwa Musa, University of Alberta, Canada
Board, Mauritius
12:48 - 12:48 - 12:57 -
Q&A Q&A Q&A 11:45 - 11:45 -
12:50 12:50 13:00 1315 1315
Piloting the M: it of Hepatitis C Vi HCV] : :
Estimating the Cost of Hepatitis C Treatment in a Rural Ir:f:cltr:in :mu:"a:le\lm::sl':lve:;:ol :: Wh:lll:jt(eck Dr)u o Nothing for Us Without Us - Community Leadership for Drug
12:50 - Appalachian County (KEY Treat Study) 12:50 - . 2 P e 13:00 - Policy Advocacy Gains in Kenya
12:53 12:53 (PWID) in Bangladesh 1303
il Siwaporn Niyomsri, Bristol Medical School, University Of i} Mohammad Shoriful Alam, Save The Children in Bangladesh, : Rita Gatonye, Women In Response To HIV/AIDS and Drug
Bristol, United Kingdom Bangladesh Addiction (WRADA), Kenya
12:53 - 12:53 - 13:03 -
A &A A
12:55 Q 12:55 Q 13:05 Q
Towards HCV Elimination Among People Who Inject Drugs in Infectious Syphilis Test Uptake and Positivity Amon; Grafting Civl Society forthe Decriminalisation of
" war iminati e P! g rugs i " lous Syphil P! N vty N 8 " Drugs Possession for Personal Use in South Africa:
12:55 - Sweden 12:55 - Women Ever Opioid Agonist Therapy |13:05- R o
12:58 12:58 13:08 ona P
Martin K&berg, Stockholm Centre for Dependency Disorders, Brendan Harney, Centre de recherche du Centre hospitalier de
‘ Marlise Richter, TB/HIV Care, South Africa
Sweden U'Université de Montreal, Canada
12:58 - 12:58 - 13:08 -
&A A A
13:00 Q 13:00 Q 13:10 Q
Trends in Hepatitis C Care for People Who Inject Drugs in Experiences of Stigmatization Among People Who Use Drugs
y by Ic pdl.lp <dr sr 'lp d P, rl t ! and Di of Opioid Agonist 'xtphnl LY Igfs ; hIC i b'§ Dp "
13:00 - Quebec, anada: Provider Specia ty and Patient 13:00 - Stigmain C . 13:10- |: e Initial Year of Bri : mbia’s Drug
13:03 Characteristics 13:03 13:13 Policy: A Study
Theresa Caruana, UNSW Centre for Social Research in Health,
Imen Farhat, McGill University, Canada Australi uls Budau, University Of Northern British Columbia, Canada
ustralia
13:03 - 13:03 - 13:13-
A A A
13:05 @ 13:05 @ 13:15 @
Enhanced Self-Efficacy in HCV Management: Evaluating the The Power of Nursing: Driving Hepatitis C Micro-Elimination The Effects of Minor Consent Laws on Substance Use
13:05- ofa i y i 13:05- 'Within New Brunswick’s Injectable Opioid Agonist Therapy 13:15- Utilization Among in the United
13:08 Programme Across Five African Countries 13:08 Program 13:18 States
Michelle Pittman, RECAP Health Services & Horizon Health, Alexandra Skinner, Brown University School of Public Health,
Bek Lamb, ASHM Health, Australia
Canada United States
13:08 - 13:08 - 13:18 -
A A A
13:10 @ 13:10 @ 13:20 @
Contining the Di About P . Par ins in Addressing;:e Ne:ﬁ: of Communix:rl'embers LinkingI to
H rou; n
13:10- Hepatitis C Elimination Efforts 13:20- N g
" " .. South Africa Western Cape
13:10- 13:13 i . . 13:23
Session Q&A Jacqui Richmond, Burnet Institute, Australia & Jane Dicka, Harm
13:15 Natalie Jacobs, SANPUD, South Africa
Reduction Victoria, Australia
13:13- 13:23 -
A A
13:15 Q 13:25 Q
13:15- nen
14:00
. Concurrent 7A: Understanding and Responding to Synthetic Concurrent 7B: Harm reduction in South Africa: getting to Concurrent 7C: Monitoring WHO HCV elimination targets — . 7E: C to Culture, , Social
- Opioids know our epidemic and ways to improve our responses UK progress & implications for other settings 5 Justice, Hope and Healing: Why Framing Matters
15:30 15:30 15:30 15:30

Room: HallA

Plenary 5: Rapporteurs & Conference Closing
Room: HallA

Room: Hall B

Room: HallC

Room: Discussion Space (Hall D)

16.00 - Models of Care Rapporteur

16.10 Likwa Neube, University of Pretoria, South Africa

16.10 - Community Rapporteur

16.20 Charne Roberts, SANPUD, South Africa & Ernesto Cortes, ACEID / LANPUD, Costa Rica
16.20 - Epidemiology & Public Health Rapporteur

16.30 Sarah Kattakuzhy, Institute of Human Virology at the University of Maryland School of Medicine, United States of America
16.30 - Social Science & Policy Rapporteur

16.40 Jodilee Erasmus, South African Medical Research Council, South Africa

16.40 - Clinical Science Rapporteur

16.50 David Goodman - Meza, The Kirby Institute, UNSW Sydney, Australia

16.50 - Government Closing

16.55 Peter Netshipale, National Department of Social Development, South Africa

16.55 - Conference Closing

17.00 Jason Grebely, Kirby Institute, UNSW Sydney Australia
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