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• In alignment with the World Health Organisation viral 
hepatitis elimination agenda, Welsh Government is 
committed to eliminating Hepatitis B and C as a public 
health threat by 2030.  In 2023, they outlined 13 key 
actions, one of which tasked prisons to reach micro-
elimination of hepatitis C 1.  

• The criteria for micro-elimination was defined as:
o 100% of the prison population being offered a 

hepatitis C test
o 90% uptake of testing
o 90% of those who been diagnosed with hepatitis 

C having started treatment
• A monitoring process was required to enable evaluation 

of the progress towards elimination. 

• All prisons in Wales use the same electronic healthcare 
record; SystmOne. SystmOne holds clinical information, 
documented in templates and data items coded as “read 
codes” which act as a thesaurus of clinical terms.

• Collaborative working enabled the roll out of a uniformed 
approach to documenting the offer and uptake of blood 
borne virus (BBV) testing using existing templates. 

• Colleagues with expertise to interrogate the data, created 
a cohort of reports using the read codes held within the 
BBV templates.  The reports allow prisons to view their 
progress to elimination in real time and facilitate 
reporting of appropriate metrics. 

• The reports can be used at both prison and national level.

• The reports provide prison level data on two of the elimination criteria, namely the offer and uptake of testing, allowing each 
prison to evaluate their progress and tailor their systems at local level to improve progress towards micro-elimination.

• The reports can also be analysed at patient level to determine who has not yet been offered, taken up a test, who is due a 
repeat test and for checking inconsistencies in data quality.

Conclusions
• A mechanism is now available to enable progress to elimination within the prisons to be evaluated through a uniform 

approach to documentation and data analysis. 
• The reports identify where the offer and uptake of testing is successful and where quality improvement initiatives are needed

to reach micro-elimination.
• As an All-Wales tool, reports are directly comparable with each prison on a national level and can identify prisons that are 

working well and those that need intervention.
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Future work
• Continue collaboration with the prisons to enhance the mechanism by which reports are obtained and submitted.
• Establish a uniform approach to monitor and evaluate treatment commencement within the prison setting for use on a

national basis.
• Enhance support to prisons to facilitate quality improvement approaches to increase the offer and uptake of testing.


