
0645

0715 - 

0830

1010 - 

1020

1035 - 

1100

1112 - 

1115

1127 - 

1130

1245 - 

1345

Concurrent Session 1A: Adapting Under Pressure: 

Harm Reduction Responses When Faced with 

Conflict, Repression, and Displacement

Concurrent Session 1B: Strengthening Community 

Pharmacy Practice to Improve Engagement and 

Health Outcomes for People Who Use Drugs

Concurrent Session 1C: Scaling Harm Reduction 

Interventions in Prisons: Opportunities, Trade-offs 

and Future Directions 

Workshop 1D: Gender-Responsive Community-Led 

Monitoring of Opioid Agonist Treatment in Central 

and Eastern Europe

Discussion Space 1E: Advancing Harm Reduction 

and Rational Drug Policy Reform in an Era of 

Political Populism and Polarization

Room: Zenit Room: Nadir Room: Tycho + Kepler Room: Leo + Virgo Room: Discussion Space (Meridian)

Chairs: Anna Meteliuk & Ernst Wisse Chairs: Jeffrey Bratberg & Suzanne Nielsen Chairs: Katrin Schiffer & Behzad Hajarizadeh					 Chairs: Justyna Struzik & Christos Anastasiou Chairs: Magnus Nowell & Jason Altenberg

Case Study 1: Moldova Introduction Introduction Opening and framing
Introduction - Recap of key themes from plenary 

panel

Vitali Rabinciuc, Community of people who use drugs, 

Moldova

Suzanne Nielsen, Monash University, Australia & Jeffrey 

Bratberg, University of Rhode Island, United States

Behzad Hajarizadeh, The Kirby Insitute, UNSW Sydney, 

Australia & Katrin Schiffer, Correlation-European Harm 

Reduction Network, Netherlands

Justyna Struzik, Jagiellonian University, Poland
Magnus Nowell, CATIE, Canada & Jason Altenberg, Dr 

Peter Centre, Canada

Case Study 2: Georgia

Building a Paradigm Shift: Applying International 

Lessons to Harm Reduction– Oriented Sexual and 

Reproductive Health Care for People Who Use Drugs 

in Community Pharmacies 

Case Study: Prison Needle and Syringe Programs: 

Implementation Lessons 
Peer research as a justice-based method Regional reflections

Marina Chokheli, Innovations For Change, Georgia Javiera Navarrete, University of Alberta, Canada
Marie Claire Van Hout, South East Technological 

University, Ireland
Christos Anastasiou, Euronpud - PeerNUPS, Greece

Magnus Nowell, CATIE, Canada & Jason Altenberg, Dr 

Peter Centre, Canada

Case Study 3: Kyrgyzstan

How Trusted Pharmacy Relationships Improve 

Engagement, Reduce Stigma, and Enable Hepatitis C 

Care

Case Study: Long-Acting Buprenorphine in Prisons: 

Expanding Access to Opioid Agonist Treatment
Three countries, situated voices: Lithuania Future directions and lessons learned

Alla Bessonova, Eurasian Women's Network on AIDS, 

Kyrgyzstan
Andrew Radley, University of Dundee, United Kingdom

Justin Berk, Brown University Health / Center For Health 

And Justice Transformation, United States

Estera Avsiukevičiūtė, Young Wave (Jauna Banga) & 

EuroNPUD, Lithuania

Magnus Nowell, CATIE, Canada & Jason Altenberg, Dr 

Peter Centre, Canada

Panel Discussion 
Harm reduction in community pharmacies: a decade 

of change (2015– 2025)
Preventing Overdose in Custody and After Release

Louisa Picco, Monash University, Australia Sergei Bessonov, PF "Attika", Kyrgyzstan

Beyond Access: Service User Perspectives on 

Pharmacy-Based Hep C tes ting, Harm Reduction 

and healthcare Across Australia and New Zealand

Panel Discussion Three countries, situated voices: Poland

Charles Henderson, Burnet Institute, Australia

Marie Claire Van Hout, South East Technological 

University, Ireland & Justin Berk, Brown University 

Health / Center For Health And Justice Transformation, 

United States & Sergei Bessonov, PF "Attika", 

Kyrgyzstan

Kaś Urbaniak, EuroNPUD; Prekursor Foundation, Poland

Panel discussion What's shared, what isn't

Jeffrey Bratberg, University of Rhode Island, United 

States & Suzanne Nielsen, Monash University, Australia 

& Javiera Navarrete, University of Alberta, Canada &  

Andrew Radley, University of Dundee, United Kingdom 

&  Louisa Picco, Monash University, Australia & Charles 

Henderson, Burnet Institute, Australia

Estera Avsiukevičiūtė, Young Wave (Jauna Banga) & 

EuroNPUD, Lithuania & Kaś Urbaniak, EuroNPUD; 

Prekursor Foundation, Poland

1426 - 

1438
Beyond recommendation

1438 - 

1445
Q&A

1515 - 

1600

Poster Tour 01: Hepatitis C Testing, Treatment and 

Access

Poster Tour 02: Safer Consumption, Overdose 

Prevention and Injecting-Related Harm

Poster Tour 03: Person-Centred, Culturally Safe and 

Ethical Care

Posters: 4, 7, 14, 54, 55 Posters: 26, 30, 34, 35, 75 Posters: 44, 45, 64, 65

Chair: Marion Selfridge Chair: Maxim Kan Chair: Lise Lafferty

1520 - 

1525
Welcome & Introduction

1520 - 

1525
Welcome & Introduction

1520 - 

1525
Welcome & Introduction

Challenges in access to hepatitis C care for people 

who inject drugs in Germany - results from the 

DRUCK-SURV study 2025

Long-term trends in all-cause and cause-specific 

mortality among people who inject drugs in 

Montreal, Canada (1992–2019)

“Filling the gaps” - The evolution of a harm reduction 

nurse- and peer-led clinic in New Zealand

Gyde Steffen, Robert Koch Institute, Germany Adelina Artenie, University of Montreal, Canada
Leah Higgins, Rodger Wright Harm Reduction Network, 

New Zealand

1528 - 

1530
Q&A

1528 - 

1530
Q&A

1528 - 

1530
Q&A

It’s your right: Empowering people who use drugs to 

prevent, test & treat on their own terms

Injecting extracts from fentanyl patches: Harm 

reduction insights from a mixed-methods study

Integrating harm reduction into acute care: A 

Canadian hospital’s experience

Charles Henderson, Burnet Institute, Australia

Zuzana Svobodová, Charles University, Faculty Of 

Pharmacy In Hradec Kralove, Dep. Biological And 

Medical Sciences, Czechia

Gurneet Gill, St. Boniface Hospital, Canada

1533 - 

1535
Q&A

1533 - 

1535
Q&A

1533 - 

1535
Q&A

Transforming hepatitis C care for people who inject 

drugs in Tanzania through rapid testing and 

immediate treatment: Preliminary clinical 

effectiveness data from CUTTS HEPC

Modelling the health impacts of introducing an 

overdose prevention centre in two illustrative UK 

settings

Co-producing a cultural safety framework to improve 

hospital care for people who use opioids: Insights 

from the iHOST study

Asem Jiten Singh, Médecins Du Monde, Tanzania Adelina Artenie, University of Montreal, Canada
Magdalena Harris, London School of Hygiene & Tropical 

Medicine, United Kingdom

1538 - 

1540
Q&A

1538 - 

1540
Q&A

1538 - 

1540
Q&A

First-time pharmacy engagement for direct-acting 

antiviral dispensing in community-based hepatitis C 

care: A rural Manitoba model

The Thistle - UK’s first sanctioned drug consumption 

room

The ethical storytelling roadmap: Embedding safer 

storytelling into HIV, HCV and drug user health 

advocacy

Chelsea Cook, Manitoba Harm Reduction Network Inc, 

Canada

Saket Priyadarshi, NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde, 

United Kingdom
Brooke Nolan, INHSU, Australia

1543 - 

1545
Q&A

1543 - 

1545
Q&A

Who defines good care? Comparing clinicians’ and 

clients’ perspectives on the management of perinatal 

hepatitis C using care ethics

Investigating the spatial association between 

supervised consumption services and homicide 

rates in Toronto, Canada, 2010–2023: An ecological 

analysis

Grace Burton-Mckeich,The Kirby Institute, UNSW 

Sydney, Australia
Mohammad Karamouzian, University of Toronto, Canada

1548 - 

1550
Q&A

1548 - 

1550
Q&A

Concurrent Session 2A: Abstract Session. Progress 

Towards HCV Elimination 

Concurrent Session 2B: Abstract Session. Harm 

Reduction & Safer Consumption Sites 

Concurrent Session 2C: Abstract Session. 

Community Voices, Rights and Wellbeing

Workshop 2D: Practical Management of SSTIs, STIs, 

and HIV in People Who Use Drugs

Discussion Space 2E: Same Molecule, Different 

Worlds: Methadone Experiences Across Borders 

Room: Zenit Room: Nadir Room: Tycho + Kepler Room: Leo + Virgo Room: Discussion Space (Meridian)

Chairs: Marguerite Beiser & Simon Larsson Chairs: Marianne Jauncey & Scott Elliott Chairs: Angela McBride & Jason George Chair: Wei-Teng Yang Chairs: Morgan Godvin & Estera Avsiukevičiūtė

1600 - 

1605
Welcome & Introduction

1600 - 

1605
Welcome & Introduction

1600 - 

1605
Welcome & Introduction Introduction Introduction

Changes in housing status and HCV incidence 

among people who inject drugs in Montreal, Canada: 

longitudinal cohort study, 2011-2024

A Harm Reduction–Oriented, Consumption-

Accepting Inpatient Model of Care for Highly 

Marginalized Patients with Substance Use Disorders 

Exploring conceptions of well-being among women 

and gender-diverse people who use drugs: 

implications for what matters in addiction care

Wei-Teng Yang, University of Pennsylvania, United 

States

Morgan Godvin, University of California Los Angeles, 

United States & Estera Avsiukevičiūtė, Young Wave 

(Jauna Banga) & EuroNPUD, Lithuania

Farzaneh Vakili, Université de Montréal, Canada Kuvinda Kossinna, Sune-Egge Hospital, Switzerland
Karine Bertrand, Université De Sherbrooke, Canada &  

Marie Jauffret-Roustide, Inserm, France

Case-base interactive discussions and focused for 

each infectious syndromes: skin and soft tissue 

infections, sexually transmitted diseases and acute 

HIV

Low-Threshold Methadone at a US Veterans Hospital 

Contrasted to Portugal, Ireland, and the UK

1617 - 

1620
Q&A

1617 - 

1620
Q&A

1617 - 

1620
Q&A

Wei-Teng Yang, University of Pennsylvania, United 

States & Madeline McCrary, Washington University 

School of Medicine, United States & Thomas Fitzpatrick, 

University of Washington, United States.

Morgan Godvin, University of California Los Angeles, 

United States

Declining hepatitis C prevalence in people who inject 

drugs: synthesising multiple sources of surveillance 

data

Break-and-enter trends before and after the opening 

of a supervised consumption service in Toronto, 

Canada: A quasi-experimental analysis

The power of peer: supporting meaningful 

involvement of people with lived and living 

experience in research and evaluation work

1705 - 

1725
Q&A

Fear and Limitations in the Methadone Clinic: 

Barriers in Baltic OAMT Services

Abdelmajid Djennad, UK Health Security Agency, United 

Kingdom

Sanjana Mitra, Centre On Drug Policy Evaluation, 

Canada
Katy MacLeod, Scottish Drugs Forum, United Kingdom

Estera Avsiukevičiūtė, Young Wave (Jauna Banga) & 

EuroNPUD, Lithuania

1632 - 

1635
Q&A

1632 - 

1635
Q&A

1632 - 

1635
Q&A

1615 - 

1620
Audience Particiapation and Q&A

Mortality ten years before and after the introduction 

of direct acting antivirals for people in Scotland with 

hepatitis C infection: a population cohort study

Managed alcohol programs as public health 

interventions: harm reduction and infectious disease 

screening in a low-threshold homelessness shelter

“I felt like we were in the way…now, I belong here”: 

implementing an emergency department peer-

community health worker program for people who 

use drugs

OAMT Across the UK

Sharon Hutchinson, Glasgow Caledonian University, 

Scotland
Gonçalo Henriques, Associação Ares do Pinhal, Portugal

Elizabeth Samuels, Department Of Emergency Medicine, 

University Of California, Los Angeles, United States
Liana Telfer, Bristol Drugs Project, United Kingdom

1647 - 

1650
Q&A

1647 - 

1650
Q&A

1647 - 

1650
Q&A

Prescribing Across Borders: Comparing and 

Contrasting Different Countries’ Systems

The incidence of hepatitis C virus infection among 

people who inject drugs in Australia: the ETHOS 

Engage study

Community wellbeing, drug-related concerns, and 

crime around the UK’s first sanctioned safe drug 

consumption facility: repeated cross-sectional 

surveys

Youth-led harm reduction and peer research among 

young people who use drugs in Myanmar; and 

Greater Mekong Subregion

David Goodman-Meza, Kirby Institute, Australia

Behzad Hajarizadeh, The Kirby Insitute, UNSW Sydney, 

Australia
Eliud Kibuchi, University Of Glasgow, United Kingdom

Aung Than Oo, Myanmar Medical Association-MMA, 

Myanmar

1630 - 

1635
Audience Particiapation and Q&A

1702 - 

1705
Q&A

1702 - 

1705
Q&A

1653 - 

1655
Q&A Round Table

Simulating epidemics: the performativity of 

systematic review methods

Community informed evaluation of the first six 

months of Ireland’s first medically supervised 

injecting facility

A right denied by design: how the NDPS Act 1985 

and the Gujarat Prohibition Act 1949 structurally 

violate the Article 21 right to health of people who 

inject drugs in Gujarat

Morgan Godvin, University of California Los Angeles, 

United States & David Goodman-Meza, Kirby Institute, 

Australia & Liana Telfer, Bristol Drugs Project, United 

Kingdom & Estera Avsiukevičiūtė, Young Wave (Jauna 

Banga) & EuroNPUD, Lithuania

Sarah Larney, Burnet Institute, Australia
Leo Jefferys, European Network of People who Use 

Drugs (EuroNPUD), Ireland

Harsh Jitendrakumar Amipara, Gujarat National Law 

University, India

1708 - 

1710
Q&A

1708 - 

1710
Q&A

1658 - 

1700
Q&A

We did it: HCV microelimination in penitentiary 

institutions of Armeia

From Repression to Protection: Transforming Law 

Enforcement Practices through On-Site Harm 

Reduction Training in Côte d’Ivoire

Eh kwa’a’nuns kye’a’mieux: navigating opioid 

agonist treatment and First Nations’ wellness 

through colonial systems in rural settings

Anahit Sharafyan, Penitentiary Medical Center, Armenia Aya N'Guessan, Espace Confiance, Côte d'Ivoire Geoff Bardwell, University Of Waterloo, Canada

1713 - 

1715
Q&A

1713 - 

1715
Q&A

1703 - 

1705
Q&A

The cost of treating those who remain to be treated: 

the clinical effectiveness and cost of a nurse and 

peer-led, mobile model of hepatitis C care adjacent 

to the community corrections setting. 

“Every place becomes an unsafe injection site”: 

Health and social impacts of supervised 

consumption site closures in Ontario, Canada

Impact of experiencing physical violence on risk 

behaviours and access to harm reduction services 

among PWID in Kenya

Mark Stoové, Burnet Institute, Australia Gillian Kolla, Memorial University, Canada Peter Vickerman, University Of Bristol, United Kingdom

1718 - 

1720
Q&A

1718 - 

1720
Q&A

1708 - 

1710
Q&A

Peer-led pop-up clinics improve hepatitis C care 

cascade outcomes for people at-risk for or released 

from incarceration in British Columbia, Canada

Overdose prevention centers in New York City: an 

evaluation of their impact on neighborhood-level 

fatal and non-fatal overdose

Drug use stigma and drug-related harms among 

people who inject drugs in India

Sofia Bartlett, BC Centre for Disease Control, Canada
Magdalena Cerdá, Yale University School of Public 

Health, United States

Eshan Patel, The Johns Hopkins University, United 

States

1723 - 

1725
Q&A

1723 - 

1725
Q&A

1713 - 

1715
Q&A

Service user experiences of long-acting injectable 

buprenorphine (LAIB) in New South Wales, Australia: 

a community-led qualitative study

Charles Henderson, Burnet Intitute, Australia

1718 - 

1720
Q&A

Physician-Patient Relationships After Safer Supply 

Scale-Back

Andrew Ivsins, University Of British Columbia; BC 

Centre On Substance Use, Canada

1723 - 

1725
Q&A

1725 - 

1730
Session Q&A

1740 - 

1840

1730 - 

1930

Coffee Break 

1035 - 

1100

CATIE Canadian Meet Up

Location: Discussion Space

Coffee Break & Poster Tour

1515 - 

1600

Latin America Meetup

Location: Discussion Space

Three countries, situated voices: Czechia

0915 - 

0920

Community Opening

Alexei Lakhov, European Network of People who Use Drugs, Germany

0920 - 

0950

INHSU Presidency Handover

Jason Grebely, The Kirby Instutute, UNSW Sydney, Australia & Natasha Martin, University of California San Diego

0950 - 

1010

1020 - 

1035

EMCR Leadership Award Presentation

Joshua Dawe, University of Bristol, United Kingdom & Salwa Musa, University of Alberta, Canada

Plenary 1: Opening Ceremony

Room: Zenit + Nadir

Chairs: Viktor Mravčík & Emma Day

Welcome from INHSU

Emma Day, INHSU, Australia

Local Welcome

Viktor Mravčík, Společnost Podané ruce, Czech Republic

0910 - 

0915

Government Welcome

Katerina Horackova, Director of the Addiction Policy Department, Ministry of Health, Czech Republic

1600- 

1730

1600- 

1730

1600- 

1730

1100 - 

1130

Plenary 2: Plenary Orals

Room: Zenit + Nadir

Chairs: Martin Kåberg & Mia Biondi

1130 - 

1245

Panel Discussion: Advancing Harm Reduction and Rational Drug Policy Under Rising Populism

Room: Zenit + Nadir

Chair: Michel Kazatchkine

1155 - 

1200

1710 - 

1713

Vitali Rabinciuc, Community of people who use drugs, 

Moldova & Marina Chokheli, Innovations For Change, 

Georgia & Alla Bessonova, Eurasian Women's Network 

on AIDS, Kyrgyzstan & Tetiana Deshko, Alliance for 

Public Health, Ukraine

1430 - 

1515

1345 - 

1355

1355 - 

1405

1405 - 

1415

1415 - 

1425

1425 - 

1435

Lunch

Panel Discussion

Concluding remarks
1510 - 

1515

1435 - 

1510

1345 - 

1350

1350 - 

1405

1405 - 

1420

1345 - 

1515

1345 - 

1515

1345 - 

1515

1345 - 

1515

1345 - 

1515

1600- 

1730

1600- 

1730

1345 - 

1400

1400 - 

1415

1415 - 

1430

Scene-Setting

1100 - 

1112

1115 - 

1127

1715 - 

1718

1720 - 

1723

1655 - 

1658

1605 - 

1617

1620 - 

1632

1635 - 

1647

1650 - 

1702

1720 - 

1723

1710 - 

1713

1715 - 

1718

1705 - 

1708

1605 - 

1617

Pavel Bém, The Eastern and Central European and Central Asian Commission on Drug Policy (ECECACD), Czech Republic & Peter Sarosi, Rights Reporter Foundation, Hungary & Martha Isabel Pereira-Arana, Drug Policy Area at Dejusticia, Colombia & Jason Altenberg, Dr Peter Centre, Canada

1200 - 

1245

Michel Kazatchkine, Global Commission on Drug Policy, Switzerland

Case Study: Czech Republic

1145 - 

1150

1150 - 

1155

Welcome Reception

Location: Meridian

Case Study: Hungary

1705 - 

1708

Substance use-related stigma and injection-related bacterial infections among people who inject drugs in Montreal

Navigating shame and stigma for clients attending AOD services: the role of lived experience workers

Q&A

1520 - 

1550

1520 - 

1545

Peter Sarosi, Rights Reporter Foundation, Hungary

Case Study: Colombia

Martha Isabel Pereira-Arana, Drug Policy Area at Dejusticia, Colombia

Case Study: Canada

Jason Altenberg, Dr Peter Centre, Canada

INHSU GAM

Location: Zenit

1700 - 

1703

1705 - 

1708

1710 - 

1713

1715 - 

1718

1620 - 

1632

1720 - 

1723

1620 - 

1632

1635 - 

1647

1650 - 

1702

1650 - 

1653

1605 - 

1617

1635 - 

1647

1600 - 

1605

Q&A

Concluding remarks
1725 - 

1730

1605 - 

1705

1600 - 

1605

1605 - 

1610

1610 - 

1615

Concluding remarks

Session Q&A

Wednesday 7 October 2026

14th International Conference on Health and Hepatitis in Substance Users
6-9 October, 2026

Clarion Congress Hotel Prague
Czech Republic

Loren Brener, Centre for Social Research in Health, UNSW, Australia

Tetiana Deshko, Alliance for Public Health, Ukraine

Adelina Artenie, University of Montreal, Canada

Q&A

Pavel Bém, The Eastern and Central European and Central Asian Commission on Drug Policy (ECECACD), Czech Republic

1140 - 

1145

1130 - 

1140

First Timers to the Conference Meet Up

Location: Discussion Space

Questions & Discussion

0900 - 

0905

0905 - 

0910

Adapting Harm Reduction and Infectious Disease Models of Care in Conflict Settings 

Registration

Nurses Breakfast

Location: Leo + Virgo

0800 - 

0845

0815 - 

0845

Scholarship Recipients Meet Up

Location: Discussion Space

0900 - 

1035

1420 - 

1435

1435 - 

1510

Concluding remarks
1510 - 

1515

1345 - 

1405

1405 - 

1435

1435 - 

1455

Concluding remarks
1455 - 

1500

1345 - 

1350

1350 - 

1400

1400 - 

1406

1406 - 

1412

1412 - 

1418

1418 - 

1426

1725 - 

1730
Session Q&A

1725 - 

1730

1620 - 

1625

1625 - 

1630

1635 - 

1725

1725 - 

1730

1525 - 

1528

1530 - 

1533

1535 - 

1538

1540 - 

1543

1545 - 

1548

1525 - 

1528

1530 - 

1533

1535 - 

1538

1540 - 

1543

1545 - 

1548

1525 - 

1528

1530 - 

1533

1535 - 

1538

1540 - 

1543

1543 - 

1545

1520 - 

1550
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1000 - 

1015

1027 - 

1030

1042 - 

1045

1045 - 

1115

Concurrent Session 3A: From Evidence to Early 

Adoption: What Will It Take to Deliver LADB Access 

in LMICs

Concurrent Session 3B: Innovations in Drug 

Checking for Harm Reduction and Public Health: 

International Approaches

Concurrent Session 3C: Nurses at the Heart of 

Syndemic Care for People Who Use Drugs

Workshop 3D: Using Process Mapping to Improve 

Health Services for People Who Use Drugs: Practical 

Methods for Implementation Research and Practice

Discussion Space 3E: Turning Our Values into 

Reality: How to Employ People Who Use Drugs

Room: Zenit Room: Nadir Room: Tycho + Kepler Room: Leo + Virgo Room: Discussion Space

Chairs: Abou Mere & Kiira Gustafson Chair: Chelsea Shover-Darling Chairs: Michelle Pittman & Nicki Palmer Chairs: Guillaume Fontaine & Emma Day Chairs: Sarah Whipple & Alex White

Opening remarks: Framing LADB as an additional 

choice for OAMT and recent WHO recommendation
Introduction to drug checking around the world Opening remarks Welcome and Framing Introduction

Kimberley Green, PATH, United States
Chelsea Shover-Darling, University of California Los 

Angeles, United States

Michelle Pittman, RECAP Health Services & Horizon 

Health, Canada & Nicki Palmer, NHS Public Health 

Wales, United Kingdom

Guillaume Fontaine, McGill University, Canada & Emma 

Day, UNSW Sydney, Australia

Sarah Whipple, Yuba Harm Reduction Collective, United 

States & Alex White, Texas Harm Reduction Alliance, 

United States

Initial evidence from LADB studies in LMICs on 

acceptability, feasibility, effectiveness, cost-

effectiveness 

Empowering lived experience to build programmes 

and drive research

Integrated model of care: HCV nurse, multi-agency 

cooperation, peer work, and in-house DAA treatment

Process mapping essentials: What makes a useful 

map?
Panel Discussion

Kimberley Green, PATH, United States & Annie Madden, 

International Network of People Who Use Drugs 

(INPUD), Australia

Morgan Godvin, University of California Los Angeles, 

United States

Barbara Janíkova, Spolecnost Podane Ruce, Czechia &  

Tina Zackova, Podane ruce, Czechia

Guillaume Fontaine, McGill University, Canada & Andrea 

Torres Robles, UNSW Sydney, Australia

Ernesto Cortes, Costa Rican Association on Drug 

Studies and Interventions, Costa Rica & Sione Crawford, 

Harm Reduction Victoria, Australia & Thomas Brothers, 

Dalhousie University, Canada & Rita Musa, 

Autamaimasa Health Foundation, Nigeria

Guidance on how countries can include LADB in 

Global Fund Funding Requests
Integrating drug checking into services at SSP

Every pathway, every patient: Nurse-led care drives 

HCV elimination across shelter, street and clinic

Case study: HCV point-of-care testing in Australia 

and Canada

1150 - 

1210
Facilitated discussion with audience and open Q&A

Maria Phelan, The Global Fund, Switzerland
Amanda Cowan, Community Health Project Los 

Angeles, United States

Maggie Beiser, Boston Health Care For The Homeless 

Program, United States & Ryan Gould, Boston 

Healthcare For The Homeless Program, United States

Megane Bouchard, McGill University, Canada & Andrea 

Torres Robles, UNSW Sydney, Australia

Overview of pricing, regulatory and demand planning 

for LADB in LMICs

Insights from 35 years of the Netherlands nationwide 

Drugs Information Monitoring System

Filling the Gaps: Evolution of a New Zealand Harm 

Reduction Clinic Beyond Hepatitis C
From map to implementation diagnosis

Kanishk Gupta, PATH, India Pieter Oomen, Trimbos Institute, Netherlands
Leah Higgins, Rodger Wright Harm Reduction Network, 

New Zealand

Guillaume Fontaine, McGill University, Canada & Daniel 

Elakpa, McGill University, Canada

Panel Discussion: What it takes to move from LADB 

pilots to programs: Country Ministry of Health, 

community, WHO and funders perspectives

Testing used syringes to track evolution of synthetic 

opioid markets
Panel Discussion

1145 - 

1210
Group Roundtables: Build a process map

Kingsley Michael, MoH Nigeria, Nigeria & Raghda 

Algamil, MoH, Egypt & Vielta Parkhomenko, HepC3P 

Global Community Advisory Board (CAB), Ukraine &  

Abou Mere, HepC3P Global Community Advisory Board 

(CAB), India & Dzmitry Krupchanka, World Health 

Organization, Switzerland & Victoria Goodfellow, 

MedAccess, United Kingdom

Katri Abel-Ollo, National Institute for Health 

Development, Estonia

Michelle Pittman, RECAP Health Services & Horizon 

Health, Canada & Nicki Palmer, NHS Public Health 

Wales, United Kingdom & Barbara Janíkova, Spolecnost 

Podane Ruce, Czechia & Tina Zackova, Podane ruce, 

Czechia & Maggie Beiser, Boston Health Care For The 

Homeless Program, United States & Ryan Gould, 

Boston Healthcare For The Homeless Program, United 

States & Leah Higgins, Rodger Wright Harm Reduction 

Network, New Zealand

Novel technology for point-of-service drug checking

Chelsea Shover-Darling, University of California Los 

Angeles, United States

Designing drug checking services for the U.K. 

Lydia Plant, Bristol Drugs Project, United Kingdom

Panel Discussion

Chelsea Shover-Darling, University of California Los 

Angeles, United States & Morgan Godvin, University of 

California Los Angeles, United States & Amanda Cowan, 

Community Health Project Los Angeles, United States &  

Pieter Oomen, Trimbos Institute, Netherlands & Katri 

Abel-Ollo, National Institute for Health Development, 

Estonia & Lydia Plant, Bristol Drugs Project, United 

Kingdom

 Karin Timmermans, Unitaid, Switzerland
1210 - 

1215
Q&A Guillaume Fontaine, McGill University, Canada

Sarah Whipple, Yuba Harm Reduction Collective, United States 

& Alex White, Texas Harm Reduction Alliance, United States

1215 - 

1400

1245 - 

1345

1328 - 

1343

Concurrent Session 4A: Improving Health Outcomes 

for People Who Use Drugs

Concurrent Session 4B: Addressing Policing as a 

Socio-Structural Determinant of Drug-Related Harm: 

Translating Evidence to Practice

Concurrent Session 4C: Smokable Cocaine Harm 

Reduction: Global Perspectives to Address Diverse 

Contexts

Workshop 4D: Anticipating Future Harm-Reduction 

Landscapes: A Foresight Scenario Workshop

Room: Zenit Room: Nadir Room: Tycho + Kepler Room: Leo + Virgo

Chairs: Sharon Hutchinson Chairs: Javier Cepeda & Leo Beletsky Chairs: Levinson Niño & Ernesto Cortes Chairs: Alessandra Bo & Emma Day

Hepatitis C Elimination: What Works and What 

Innovations Are Ahead 
Welcome and Introduction Opening remarks Introduction

Gregory Dore, The Kirby Institute, UNSW Sydney, 

Australia

Javier Cepeda, Johns Hopkins University, United States 

& Leo Beletsky, Northeastern University, United States

Ernesto Cortés, Asociación Costarricense para el 

Estudio e Intervención en Drogas (ACEID), Costa Rica

Alessandra Bo, EUDA, Portugal & Emma Day, INHSU, 

Australia

Integration Done Well: Strategies that Support 

Integrated Infectious Disease Responses

Structural vulnerability, policing, and methadone use 

among people who inject drugs in Kyrgyzstan

Smoked Cocaine Health Check and Harm Reduction 

Guidelines
Scenario Exploration

Nittaya Phanuphak, Institute of HIV Research and 

Innovation (IHRI), Thailand

Natalie Flath, University of California San Diego, United 

States
Mat Southwell, CoAct, United Kingdom

Klaudia Palczak, EUDA, Portugal & Maiju Lehto, 

Deaconess Foundation, Finland & Brooke Nolan, 

INHSU, Australia

Clinical Management for Injecting-Related Injuries 

and Infections 

Police encounters among people who inject drugs in 

India

Safer smoking equipment and inhalation-focused 

harm reduction: Emerging evidence from the SIPP 

study

1450 - 

1510
Working Group Report Backs

Tommy Brothers, Halifax and Dalhousie University, 

Canada
Eshan Patel, Johns Hopkins University, United States

Magdalenda Harris, London School of Hygiene & 

Tropical Medicine (LSHTM), United Kingdom

Recasting law enforcement from a source of harm to 

a source of harm reduction in Appalachian Kentucky, 

USA

Harm Reduction experiences for crack users in 

Mexico City

Zach Salazar, Johns Hopkins University, United States
Emma Rodríguez, Latinoamérica Por Una Política 

Sensata De Drogas (LPSD), Mexico

Panel Discussion

Morgan Godvin,University of California Los Angeles, 

United States & Matthew Bonn, ChangeMark Research 

& Evaluation, Canada & Andrew Scheibe, University of 

Pretoria, TB HIV Care, South Africa

Panel Discussion

Mat Southwell, CoAct, United Kingdom & Magdalenda 

Harris, London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine 

(LSHTM), United Kingdom & Emma Rodríguez, 

Latinoamérica Por Una Política Sensata De Drogas 

(LPSD), Mexico

1510 - 

1525
Q&A

1530 - 

1600

Concurrent Session 5A: Abstract Session. HCV 

Testing, Diagnosis & Linkage to Care

Concurrent Session 5B: Abstract Session. 

Healthcare Access, Hospitals & Service Integration

Concurrent Session 5C: Abstract Session. Prisons, 

Justice Health & Continuity of Care 

Workshop 5D: Client Choice: Lessons and Tools for 

Promoting Client Choice from a Global Study into 

Long-Acting Depot Buprenorphine in Low- and 

Middle-Income Countries

Discussion Space 5E: From Crisis to Care - Building 

Sustainability While Sustaining Our Soul

Room: Zenit Room: Nadir Room: Tycho + Kepler Room: Leo + Virgo Room: Discussion Space

Chairs: Kingsley Michael & Marianne Alanko Blomé Chairs: Joe Doyle & Rebecca Coetzee Chairs: Anna Mättö & Kevin Leyden Chairs: Mat Southwell Chairs: Ailish Brennan

1600 - 

1605
Welcome & Introduction

1600 - 

1605
Welcome & Introduction

1600 - 

1605
Welcome & Introduction Introduction Introduction

Opportunities for emergency department opt-out 

testing for blood-borne viruses in England to 

support earlier diagnosis and linkage into care for 

people living with HCV

Pharmacy in the room: nurse 

practitioner–pharmacist collaborative model for 

addiction, primary care, and STBBI services in New 

Brunswick, Canada

When timely care fails: neglect and negligence in 

custodial overdose and substance-related deaths in 

Ontario, Canada (2012–2024)

Mat Southwell, Coact Technical Support LTD, United 

Kingdom
Ailish Brennan, Harm Reduction International, Germany

Monica Desai, UK Health Security Agency, United 

Kingdom

Michelle Pittman, RECAP Health Services & Horizon 

Health, Canada & Jennifer Purdy, King Street Pharmacy, 

Canada

Katherine Rudzinski, University of Windsor, Canada Panel discussion Opening Interventions

1617 - 

1620
Q&A

1617 - 

1620
Q&A

1617 - 

1620
Q&A

Nicolas Clark, Monash University, Australia & Kimberly 

Green, PATH, United States & Annie Madden, 

International Network of People Who Use Drugs 

(INPUD), Australia & Vielta Parkhomenko, Club Eney, 

VOLNA, Ukraine

Vicki Beere, University of Manchester, United Kingdom & 

Arild Knutsen & Isaac Ogunkola, INPUD, Nigeria

Simplified onsite hepatitis C treatment in opioid 

agonist therapy clinics in Ukraine

Mapping pharmacy-based needle and syringe 

provision in England a community-led accountability 

exercise to sustain hepatitis C elimination

Implementing hepatitis C point-of-care testing in 

Australian prisons: perspectives from a national 

process evaluation using natural language 

processing for sentiment analysis

1640 - 

1650
LADB Explainer video Panel Discussion

Kostyantyn Dumchev, National University of Kyiv-Mohyla 

Academy, Ukraine
Stuart Smith, The Hepatitis C Trust, United Kingdom Thomas Rudge, Kirby Institute, Australia

Case studies looking at clients making choices 

about LADB

Vicki Beere, University of Manchester, United Kingdom & 

Arild Knutsen & Isaac Ogunkola, INPUD, Nigeria

1632 - 

1635
Q&A

1632 - 

1635
Q&A

1632 - 

1635
Q&A

Mat Southwell, Coact Technical Support LTD, United 

Kingdom

From process mapping to practice change: 

identifying gaps, target behaviours, and 

implementation strategies to enhance hepatitis C 

point‑of‑care testing and treatment

"Real-time systems repair": institutional dimensions 

of an emergency department community health 

worker/peer recovery specialist program

Optimising the ‘first mile’: a comparative process-

mapping analysis for continuous vs. pulse-screening 

HCV models in Malaysian prisons

Andrea Torres Robles, UNSW / Kirby Institute, Australia Jon Soske, Rhode Island School of Design, United States

Mohd Azri Bin Mohd Suan, Clinical Research Center, 

Institute For Clinical Research, Hospital Sultanah 

Bahiyah, Malaysia

1647 - 

1650
Q&A

1647 - 

1650
Q&A

1647 - 

1650
Q&A

Community-based screening, on-site blood 

collection, and telemedicine to initiate direct-acting 

antiviral therapy among people who use drugs in 

Malaysia

Life and death of a hospital-based supervised 

consumption service

Launching peer-based harm reduction programs in 

the penintentiary system -experience of Ukraine.

Nur Afiqah Mohd Salleh, Universiti Malaya, Malaysia

Kathryn Dong, Department Of Emergency Medicine, 

Faculty Of Medicine & Dentistry, University Of Alberta, 

Canada

Kateryna Petrasiuk, Co “free Zone”, Ukraine

1702 - 

1705
Q&A

1702 - 

1705
Q&A

1702 - 

1705
Q&A

HCV comprehensive package of peer services for 

marginalized women in Ukraine during war

Healthcare discrimination as a mediator explaining 

intervention efficacy on viral suppression among 

people with HIV who inject drugs: results from the 

LINC-II trial

High-intensity point-of-care testing campaigns 

across 11 prisons in Queensland, Australia

Zahedul Islam, Alliance for Public Health, Ukraine Lisa Eaton, University of Connecticut, United States Mim O'Flynn, Kombi Clinic, Australia

1708 - 

1710
Q&A

1708 - 

1710
Q&A

1708 - 

1710
Q&A

New South Wales (NSW) hepatitis C remote 

prescribing program

Bringing addiction medicine to the community: a 

telehealth collaboration between a tertiary care 

hospital and an outreach psychosocial team

Protocolized transitional case management to 

improve continuity of care for substance use, HIV, 

and viral hepatitis in a U.S. state prison system

Jana Van der Jagt, Mid North Coast Local Health 

District, Australia

Stephanie Marsan, Centre Hospitalier de l'Université De 

Montréal, Canada & Herminthe Clerjuste, University 

Hospital, Canada

Ryan Westergaard, University of Wisconsin School of 

Medicine and Public Health, United States

1713 - 

1715
Q&A

1713 - 

1715
Q&A

1713 - 

1715
Q&A

Improving identification and reengagement of 

patients lost to follow-up in hepatitis C care through 

a peer-led, multi-system data approach

Rethinking discharge against medical advice among 

people who use opioids in the UK

Hepatitis C treatment uptake in prison and 

community settings in New South Wales, Australia: a 

population-level analysis across the direct-acting 

antiviral era (2016–2021)

Rachel Dowling, Find&Treat, United Kingdom
Georgia Koep-Freifeld, London School Of Hygiene And 

Tropical Medicine, United Kingdom
Shane Tillakeratne, Unsw/ Kirby Institute, Australia

1718 - 

1720
Q&A

1718 - 

1720
Q&A

1718 - 

1720
Q&A

Comparative evaluation of point-of-care anti-HCV 

antibody tests for diagnosis of hepatitis C infection

Withholding care through time and the politics of 

relational dignity: perceptions of moral triage in 

emergency department encounters with people who 

use drugs in Ontario, Canada

Centering youth voices: understanding overdose risk 

factors across the juvenile justice continuum and 

developing policies to reduce risk

Marianne Martinello, Kirby Institute, UNSW Sydney, 

Australia
Carol Strike, University of Toronto, Canada Zoe Soslow, City Of Philadelphia, United States

1723 - 

1725
Q&A

1723 - 

1725
Q&A

1723 - 

1725
Q&A

Immediate hepatitis C testing and treatment to 

accelerate elimination among people who inject 

drugs (the QUICKSTART trial): a cluster randomised, 

cross-over trial

“You say the wrong thing and they call security” – 

healthcare provider and patient perspectives on 

hospital surveillance and disciplinary practices in 

Ontario, Canada

Joseph Doyle, Monash University, Australia Adrian Guta, University Of Windsor, Canada

1728 - 

1730
Q&A

Trends in the burden and cost of injecting-related 

hospitalisations due to limb- and vascular-related 

complications in England 2014-2023

Matthew Hickman, University of Bristol, United Kingdom

1733 - 

1735
Q&A

1900 - 

2300

Crack cocaine use and harm reduction approaches 

in West Africa

1530 - 

1600 Location: Discussion Space

1600 - 

1730

1600 - 

1735

1600 - 

1730

1600 - 

1730

1600 - 

1730

1500 - 

1530
Questions & Discussion

1435 - 

1450

1425 - 

1435

1450 - 

1525

1435 - 

1445

1525 - 

1530
Questions & Discussion

1445 - 

1510

1525 - 

1530

Lunch

1400 - 

1405

1400 - 

1405

1400 - 

1410

1405 - 

1420

1405 - 

1415

1410 - 

1450

1420 - 

1435

1510 - 

1520
Closing remarks

Closing remarks

1128 - 

1136

1125 - 

1130

1125 - 

1130

1130 - 

1140

1210 - 

1215

Closing

1136 - 

1144

1130 - 

1135

1130 - 

1135

1140 - 

1145

1144 - 

1210

1135 - 

1140

1135 - 

1210

1210 - 

1215

Summarize practical lessons and provide a simple 

checklist for using process mapping in research, 

service improvement, and implementation planning

1210 - 

1215

Closing Remarks: Key insights and shared priorities 

toward increasing choice for OAMT in LMICs

1140 - 

1145

1210 - 

1215
Closing remarks

1145 - 

1150

1150 - 

1210

1115 - 

1120

1115 - 

1120

1115 - 

1120

1115 - 

1120

1115 - 

1120

1120 - 

1128

1120 - 

1125

1120 - 

1125

1120 - 

1130

1120 - 

1150

Chairs: Alexei Lakhov & Natasha Martin

1400 - 

1530

1400 - 

1530

1400 - 

1530

1400 - 

1530

1115 - 

1215

1115 - 

1215

1115 - 

1215

1115 - 

1215

1115 - 

1215

The INHSU Social

1710 - 

1713

1715 - 

1718

1720 - 

1723

1725 - 

1728

1635 - 

1647

1650 - 

1702

1725 - 

1728

1720 - 

1723

1705 - 

1708

1710 - 

1713

1715 - 

1718

1720 - 

1723

Q&A
1710 - 

1730

1715 - 

1718

1710 - 

1713

Q&A
1700 - 

1730

Q&A
1728 - 

1730

1730 - 

1733

1725 - 

1730
Session Q&A

1635 - 

1647

Coffee Break and Poster Viewing

Thursday 8 October 2026

14th International Conference on Health and Hepatitis in Substance Users
6-9 October, 2026

Clarion Congress Hotel Prague
Czech Republic

1705 - 

1708

1650 - 

1702

1705 - 

1708

Registration open

1605 - 

1617

1620 - 

1632

1635 - 

1647

1650 - 

1702

Beyond Effective Therapies: Implementation Barriers to HCV Elimination

Questions & Discussion

Jude Byrne Awards

Interventions for Stimulant Use: Clinical and Public Health Interventions

Nadine Ezard, Australian National Centre for Clinical Research on Emerging Drugs, Australia

1400 - 

1420

AbbVie Sponsored Symposium: Practical Pathways to HCV Elimination: From Diagnosis to Cure in Community and Harm Reduction Settings

Room: Leo + Virgo

1420 - 

1440

1440 - 

1500

1605 - 

1617

1620 - 

1632

Gilead Sponsored Symposium: Choose your elimination plan: Equity, innovation and community-led BBV care

Room: Zenit

0920 - 

0940

1030 - 

1042

Coffee Break 

1015 - 

1027

0940 - 

1000

Hepatitis C across generations: Demographic and behavioural insights into affected mothers and children in New South Wales, Australia

Monica Gandhi, University of California, San Francisco (UCSF), United States

The affective politics of the 'Alberta Recovery Model’ and the expansion of abstinence-oriented and carceral care in Canada

Elaine Hyshka, University of Alberta, Canada

Q&A

Q&A

Heather Valerio, The Kirby Institute, UNSW Sydney, Australia

1610 - 

1640

1650 - 

1710

1600 - 

1610

Women Who Use Drugs Meet Up

1600 - 

1610

Meeting summary and close

Tamara Barnett, Cool Aid Community Health Centre, Canada

1415 - 

1425

1343 - 

1345

1245 - 

1255

Welcome and introductions

Tamara Barnett, Cool Aid Community Health Centre, Canada

1255 - 

1328

Choose your own elimination plan: Three audience-selected presentations from the following

• Gender-responsive services: HIV and viral hepatitis care that work for women who inject drugs

• From the group up: Creating movements that drive HIV and viral hepatitis elimination

• Closing the gap to WHO 2030: Re-energising our response to HIV and viral hepatitis

• Innovate to eliminate: New approaches to HIV and viral hepatitis care

Ria Al-Halabiová, SANANIM, Czechia & Yarelix Estrada, Remedy Alliance / For The People, Colombia & Ashley Brown, Imperial College London, UK 

Panel discussion and Q&A

0800 - 

0805 Chris Fraser, Cool Aid Community Health Centre, Canada

0805 - 

0815

Lost Along the Way: Where, and Why, Does the HCV Care Cascade Break Down?

Chris Fraser, Cool Aid Community Health Centre, Canada

0815 - 

0825

Adressing the Gaps Through Decentralized Care: Lessons from Harm Reduction and Community Settings

Lesley Gallagher, Action Hepatitis Canada, Canada

0825 - 

0835

From Cure to Continuity: Tackling Adherence, Stigma, and Reinfection Risk

Magdalena Ankiersztejn-Bartczak, Foundation for Social Education, Poland

0835 - 

0845

Panel Discussion and Q&A

Chris Fraser, Cool Aid Community Health Centre, Canada & Lesley Gallagher, Action Hepatitis Canada, Canada & Magdalena Ankiersztejn-Bartczak, Foundation for Social Education, Poland

HIV Treatment and Prevention for People who Use Drugs: Clinical Advances and Implementation Science 

0900 - 

1045

Plenary 3: State of the Art Clinical Approaches to Care for People Who Use Drugs

Room: Zenit + Nadir

1640 - 

1700

1610 - 

1640

1605 - 

1617

1620 - 

1632
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0800

0830 - 

0915

0910 - 

0915

1010 - 

1030

1042 - 

1045

1057 - 

1100

1100 - 

1145

Poster Tour 04: HIV/HCV Epidemiology, Prevention 

and Integrated Care

Poster Tour 05: Opioid Treatment Across Pregnancy, 

Corrections and Community Care

Poster Tour 06: Structural Contexts, Marginalisation 

and Community Responses

Posters: 4, 7, 14, 54 Posters: 26, 30, 34, 35 Posters: 44, 45, 64, 65

Chair: Eshan Patel Chair: Grace Burton-McKeich Chair: Ravi Goyal

1105 - 

1110
Welcome & Introduction

1105 - 

1110
Welcome & Introduction

1105 - 

1110
Welcome & Introduction

Combining biological markers of recent hepatitis C 

virus infection to estimate incidence among people 

who inject drugs

Community and correctional partnerships for MOUD 

linkage to care

Estimating the burden of multiple structural risk 

factors among people who inject drugs using key 

population surveys in sub-Saharan Africa

Amelia Andrews, UK Health Security Agency, United 

Kingdom

Sarah Pollock, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 

Public Health, United States
Belinda Njiro, University of Bristol, United Kingdom

1113 - 

1115
Q&A

1113 - 

1115
Q&A

1113 - 

1115
Q&A

Trends in hepatitis C and HIV prevalence and 

incidence among people who inject drugs accessing 

a harm reduction service in Bucharest, Romania, 

2013–2022

Perinatal use of opioid agonist therapy in Ontario, 

Canada: A population-based cohort study of trends 

over a 12-year period

Methamphetamine use and associated factors 

among people who inject drugs in Iran

Joshua Dawe, University of Bristol, United Kingdom Nevena Rebić, Unity Health Toronto, Canada Mohammad Karamouzian, University of Toronto, Canada

1118 - 

1120
Q&A

1118 - 

1120
Q&A

1118 - 

1120
Q&A

Impact of long-acting injectable antiretroviral 

therapy among people who inject drugs in India: A 

dynamic transmission model

Monthly extended-release buprenorphine use in 

pregnancy

The critical role of family caregivers in supporting 

the health of rural people who use drugs

Lily Ostrer, University of California San Diego, United 

States

Catherine Chappell, University of Pittsburgh, United 

States
Holly Mathias, University of Alberta, Canada

1123 - 

1125
Q&A

1123 - 

1125
Q&A

1123 - 

1125
Q&A

Optimising harm reduction effectiveness through 

low dead space syringe and needle distribution: 

Lessons from a mixed-methods pilot in Oyo State, 

Nigeria

Cannabis use and illicit opioid cessation among 

people who use drugs living with chronic pain

Policy overview: Seguir em Frente – A municipal 

strategy for social inclusion and healthcare access 

for people experiencing homelessness in Rio de 

Janeiro

Buhari Isumafe, Society for Family Health, Nigeria
Chenai Kitchen, British Columbia Centre on Substance 

Use, Canada

Daniella Oliveira, Secretaria de Saúde do Rio de 

Janeiro, Brazil

1128 - 

1130
Q&A

1128 - 

1130
Q&A

1128 - 

1130
Q&A

Concurrent Session 6A: Abstract Session. HCV 

Innovations

Concurrent Session 6B: Abstract Session. Integrated 

Health Responses

Concurrent Session 6C: Abstract Session. 

Addressing Opioid Related Harm

Workshop 6D: Breaking Stigma: Delivering a Lived 

Experience Hepatitis C Peer Programme in Women’s 

Prisons

Discussion Space 6E: Conversations on Culture: 

Context, Relevance and Respectful Approaches

Room: Zenit Room: Nadir Room: Tycho + Kepler Room: Leo + Virgo Room: Discussion Space

Chairs: Ashley Brown & Nikitah Habraken Chairs: Sofia Bartlett & Simon Larsson
Chairs: Marie Jauffret-Roustide & Tasha Turner-

Bicknell
Chairs: Leila Reid & Colette Price Chairs: Kate Dunn

1145 - 

1150
Welcome & Introduction

1145 - 

1150
Welcome & Introduction

1145 - 

1150
Welcome & Introduction Introduction

Hepatitis C antenatal linkage-to-care (HALT-C) 

bundle is associated with improved outcomes 

compared to usual postpartum care

“Navegando Juntos”: strengthening HIV, HCV and 

syphilis prevention and treatment among people 

who inject drugs in Armenia (Colombia)

Mortality among individuals prescribed long-acting 

injectable buprenorphine (LAIB) in Scotland, 2020-

2023: a national retrospective cohort study.

Leila Reid, The Hepatitis C Trust, United Kingdom &  

Colette Price, The Hepatitis C Trust, United Kingdom

Madeline McCrary, Washington University School Of 

Medicine, United States

Pedro Mateu-Gelabert, CUNY Graduate School Of 

Public Health And Health Policy, United States

Rosalyn Fraser, Glasgow Caledonian University, United 

Kingdom

Implementing and delivering a hepatitis c peer 

programme in prisons 

1202 - 

1205
Q&A

1202 - 

1205
Q&A

1202 - 

1205
Q&A Rachel Halford, The Hepatitis C Trust, United Kingdom

STRIVE4: sofosbuvir plus glecaprevir-pibrentasvir 

for four weeks among people with HCV infection and 

early liver disease

Modeling the population and economic impact of 

Florida’s new AIDS drug assistance program (ADAP) 

eligibility restrictions on HIV incidence among 

people who inject drugs (PWID) in Miami-Dade 

County

Negotiating uncertainty in hospital guidelines for 

management of opioid withdrawal
Lived experience view 

Marianne Martinello, Kirby Institute / Prince Of Wales 

Hospital, Australia

Ravi Goyal, University Of California San Diego, United 

States

Liam Flannigan, London School Of Hygiene And Tropical 

Medicine, Royal Free London NHS Foundation Trust, 

United Kingdom

Julia Sheehan, The Hepatitis C Trust, United Kingdom

1217 - 

1220
Q&A

1217 - 

1220
Q&A

1217 - 

1220
Q&A Panel discussion

Is universal fibrosis screening necessary before 

DAA therapy? A decision curve analysis of age-

based strategies

Integrating ADHD treatment into stimulant use 

services in Ukraine: a multi-site operational model of 

care

Impact and cost-effectiveness of long-acting depot 

buprenorphine for the treatment of opioid 

dependence in South Africa

Rachel Halford, The Hepatitis C Trust, United Kingdom 

& Colette Price, The Hepatitis C Trust, United Kingdom 

& Julia Sheehan, The Hepatitis C Trust, United Kingdom 

& Darren Claxton, The Hepatitis C Trust, United Kingdom

David Goodman-Meza, Unsw, Australia Maria Malakhova, Alliance for Public Health, Ukraine Yoko Laurence, University Of Bristol, United Kingdom
1230 - 

1240
Questions & Discussion

1232 - 

1235
Q&A

1232 - 

1235
Q&A

1232 - 

1235
Q&A

1240 - 

1300

Exercise: How could a peer programme be 

implemented in your country and what support 

would you need from the hepatitis c Trust

Impact and cost-effectiveness of scaling up a 

national point-of-care hepatitis C testing and 

treatment program in Australia: a mathematical 

modelling study

Association between HIV sexual and injecting risk 

behaviours and PrEP initiation among people who 

inject drugs in Miami and Montreal: a secondary 

analysis of data from the M2HepPrEP trial.

Australia’s first trial of supervised injectable opioid 

treatment (SIOT) with hydromorphone for people 

with opioid use disorder: an open label trial

Huei-Jiuan Wu, The Kirby Institute, Australia Joshua Dawe, University of Bristol, United Kingdom Craig Rodgers, St Vincent's Hospital, Australia

1247 - 

1250
Q&A

1238 - 

1240
Q&A

1238 - 

1240
Q&A

Dried blood spot test-and-treat (DBS TaT) in peer-

assisted telemedicine for hepatitis C: a cluster 

randomized controlled trial

Screening for cervical cancer among women who 

inject drugs and participate in needle and syringe 

programs – preparation for an intervention with self-

sampling kits on site

Latent typologies of police contact and subsequent 

overdose and HIV risk in a longitudinal cohort of 

people who use drugs in Baltimore, Maryland

Hunter Spencer, Oregon Health & Science University, 

United States

Marianne Alanko Blomé, Regional Office of 

Communicable Disease Control and Prevention, Region 

Skåne, Sweden

Saba Rouhani, New York University, United States

1253 - 

1255
Q&A

1243 - 

1245
Q&A

1243 - 

1245
Q&A

Scale-up of hepatitis C point-of-care testing and 

treatment at a reception prison in New South Wales, 

Australia

Effect of once- versus twice-daily methadone dosing 

on substance use treatment outcomes among 

pregnant women with opioid use disorder

A framework to determine naloxone saturation with 

simulation modeling and cost-effectiveness methods

Tracey Brown, Justice Health And Forensic Mental 

Health Network, Australia

Catherine Chappell, University Of Pittsburgh, United 

States
Heejin Choi, University of Minnesota, United States

1258 - 

1300
Q&A

1248 - 

1250
Q&A

1248 - 

1250
Q&A

Three ways to test: creating flexibility in a peer 

outreach hepatitis C (HCV) point-of-care testing 

program in Victoria, British Columbia

HIV incidence and impact of opiate agonist therapy 

among people who inject drugs engaged with harm-

reduction programmes in two provinces in South 

Africa: a retrospective cohort study (2021 – 2025)

Early implementation of medication-assisted 

treatment for opioid use disorder in Nigeria: client 

characteristics and induction outcomes from the 

first MAT program

Marion Selfridge, Cool Aid Community Health Centre, 

Canada

Oluwatosin Jegede, University of California San Diego, 

United States

Comfort Ochigbo, Institute of Human Virology Nigeria, 

Nigeria

1303 - 

1305
Q&A

1253 - 

1255
Q&A

1253 - 

1255
Q&A

Applying implementation science to scale hepatitis 

C models of care: the INHSU HCV intervention 

symposium series

A web-based calculator to quantify the impact of 

opioid agonist therapy on drug-related deaths: 

applications across global settings

Olivia Dawson, INHSU, Australia Jack Stone, University Of Bristol, United Kingdom

1308 - 

1310
Q&A

1258 - 

1300
Q&A

Admissions to publicly-funded residential treatment 

for opioid use disorder and opioid toxicity outcomes 

after discharge in Ontario, Canada: a population-

based repeated cross-sectional study

Nevena Rebić, Unity Health Toronto, Canada

1303 - 

1305
Q&A

Retention, interruptions, and treatment transitions in 

two opioid agonist treatment programmes in 

Montréal, Canada

Nanor Minoyan, CRCHUM / Université de Montréal, 

Canada

1308 - 

1310
Q&A

1310 - 

1315
Session Q&A

Kate Dunn, York University, Canada & Emmett 

Lockwood, York University, Canada & Rachel Montour, 

Six Nations First Nation, Canada & Ciara Eizadirad, 

University of British Columbia, Canada 

1315 - 

1400

Concurrent Session 7A: Overdose Trends and 

Responses 

Concurrent Session 7B: Beyond Standard Dosing: 

Improving Methadone and Buprenorphine Treatment 

for Pregnant Patients with OUD and Co-Occurring 

HCV

Concurrent Session 7C: Low Dead-Space Needle 

and Syringe Scale-Up and Peer-Led Harm 

Reduction: Building Prevention Synergies in Low- 

and Middle-Income Countries

Workshop 7D: From Risk Groups to Risk 

Environments: Reframing Hepatitis C for Effective 

Elimination

Discussion Space 7E: Ethics, Harm Reduction, and 

Children Under 16: Rethinking Models of Care for 

Early Substance Use

Room: Zenit Room: Nadir Room: Tycho + Kepler Room: Leo + Virgo Room: Discussion Space

Chairs: Monica Ciupagea & Alison Ritter Chairs: Catherine Chappell Chairs: Annie Madden & Mat Southwell Chairs: Jennifer Van Gennip & Matthew Bonn Chairs: Rebecca Coetzee

European Overdose Trends 
Introduction to pharmacokinetic changes in 

pregnancy and implications for OUD medications
Welcome Welcome Welcome and framing of the session

Thomas Clausen, Institute of Clinical Medicine, Norway
Catherine Chappell, University of Pittsburgh, United 

States

Annie Madden, INPUD, Australia & Mat Southwell, 

CoAct, United Kingdom

Jennifer Van Gennip, Action Hepatitis Canada, Canada 

& Matthew Bonn, INHSU, Canada

Rebecca Coetzee,University of Witwatersrand, South 

Africa

North American Overdose Crisis: Drivers and Shifts 
Methadone initiation, dosing in pregnancy and 

postpartum consolidation

Enhancing the harm reduction potential of low-

deadspace injecting equipment research in low- and 

middle-income countries

Presentation on the report
Facilitated introduction to ethical tensions in early 

substance use responses

Daniel Ciccarone, University of California San Francisco, 

United States
Elizabeth Krans, University of Pittsburgh, United States Sophia Schroeder, Burnet Institute, Australia

Jennifer Van Gennip, Action Hepatitis Canada, Canada 

& Matthew Bonn, INHSU, Canada

Rebecca Coetzee, University of Witwatersrand, South 

Africa & Daniela Goeieman, University of Witwatersrand, 

South Africa

Case Study: Overdose Responses in Poland and 

Eastern Europe 

Buprenorphine initiation and dosing in pregnancy 

(sublingual and injectable)

Community-led values and preferences research for 

expanding uptake and use of LDSS: Nigeria
Introduction and demonstration of the visual

Interactive participant discussion in small and whole-

group dialogue

Magdalena Bartnik, PREKURSOR Foundation, Poland Marcela Smid, University of Utah, United States Aniedi Akpan, DAPHO, Nigeria
Jennifer Van Gennip, Action Hepatitis Canada, Canada 

& Matthew Bonn, INHSU, Canada

Rebecca Coetzee, University of Witwatersrand, South 

Africa & Daniela Goeieman, University of Witwatersrand, 

South Africa

HCV treatment in pregnancy: pharmacology, efficacy 

and safety

Community-led values and preferences research for 

expanding uptake and use of LDSS: South Africa
Individual reflection and instructions

Catherine Chappell, University of Pittsburgh, United 

States
Angela McBride, SANPUD, South Africa

Jennifer Van Gennip, Action Hepatitis Canada, Canada 

& Matthew Bonn, INHSU, Canada

Panel discussion
Community-led values and preferences research for 

expanding uptake and use of LDSS: Armenia
Small group mapping conversations

Catherine Chappell, University of Pittsburgh, United 

States & Elizabeth Krans, University of Pittsburgh, 

United States & Marcela Smid, University of Utah, 

United States

Petik Yedigaryan, Real World Real People NGO, 

Armenia

Jennifer Van Gennip, Action Hepatitis Canada, Canada 

& Matthew Bonn, INHSU, Canada

Panel Discussion

Magdalena Harris, London School of Hygiene and 

Tropical Medicine, United Kingdom & Andrew Preston, 

Exchange Supplies, United Kingdom & Petik 

Yedigaryan, Real World Real People NGO, Armenia &  

Angela McBride, SANPUD, South Africa & Aniedi Akpan, 

DAPHO, Nigeria & Sophia Schroeder, Burnet Institute, 

Australia

Anni Madden, INPUD, Australia & Mat Southwell, CoAct, 

United Kingdom
1530 - 

1550

1550 - 

1700

1550 - 

1600

1620 - 

1630

1630 - 

1640

1640 - 

1650

1650 - 

1655 Natasha Martin, University of California San Diego, United States

1655 - 

1700

2027 Conference Announcement

Natasha Martin, University of California San Diego, United States

Social Science & Policy Rapporteur

Iqa Mohd Salleh, Universiti Malaya, Malaysia

Conference Closing

INHSU Awards

Cross-cutting lessons and responses

Clinical Science Rapporteur

Hunter Spencer, Oregon Health & Science University, United States

Models of Care Rapporteur

Jason Grebely, The Kirby Institute, UNSW Sydney, Australia

1600 - 

1610

Community Rapporteur

Leo Jefferys, EURONPUD, Ireland

1610 - 

1620

Epidemiology & Public Health Rapporteur

Mohammad Karamouzian, University of Toronto, Canada

1400 - 

1530

1400 - 

1530

1400 - 

1530

Room: Zenit

Chairs: Natasha Martin & Jason Grebely

Room: Zenit + Nadir

Chairs: Julie Bruneau & David Goodman-Meza

1105 - 

1130

1105 - 

1130

1105 - 

1130

1145 - 

1315

1145 - 

1315

1145 - 

1315

1145 - 

1315

1145 - 

1315

Coffee Break

Plenary 5: Rapporteurs & Conference Closing

1250 - 

1253

1205 - 

1217

1205 - 

1217

1255 - 

1258

1220 - 

1232

Session Q&A
1255 - 

1315

Lunch

1425 - 

1440

1440 - 

1455

1455 - 

1510

1418 - 

1426

1426 - 

1435

1435 - 

1445

1145 - 

1315

Conversations on Culture: Context, Relevance and 

Respectful Approaches

1405 - 

1420

1420 - 

1430

1405 - 

1420

1420 - 

1450

1410 - 

1418

1410 - 

1425

1402 - 

1410

1400 - 

1530

1400 - 

1530

Friday 9 October 2026

14th International Conference on Health and Hepatitis in Substance Users
6-9 October, 2026

Clarion Congress Hotel Prague
Czech Republic

A precision randomized trial of hepatitis C treatment adherence support among 3000 PWID in India

Shruti Mehta, Johns Hopkins University, United States

Q&A

Understanding Drug Use Among Women: Epidemiology and Syndemics of Trauma, Mental Health, Gender-based violence, and Infection

Registration Open

0950 - 

1010

0930 - 

0950

Camurus Sponsored Symposium: Improving Access to Drug Dependence Treatment: Demonstrating Value and Building an Inclusive System

Room: Leo + Virgo

Anna Mia Ekström, Karolinska Institutet, Sweden

Real-world 96-week suppression rates with long-acting injectable HIV therapy among people who use drugs with difficulty adhering to oral therapy

Lily Ostrer, University of California San Diego, United States

Beyond Participation: Leadership of People Who Use Drugs in Research and Evidence Generation 

Annie Madden, International Network of People Who Use Drugs (INPUD), Australia

1030 - 

1042

1045 - 

1057

0852 - 

0910

Worth the investment: The socioeconomic case for treating drug dependence 

Andreas Nilsson, The Swedish Institute for Health Economics (IHE), Sweden

Discussion & Q&A

0830 - 

0834

1420 - 

1440

1440 - 

1500

1305 - 

1308

1300 - 

1303

1240 - 

1243

Coffee Break and Poster Tour

1145 - 

1150

Questions & Discussion

1150 - 

1202

Q&A

1150 - 

1205

1110 - 

1113

1115 - 

1118

1120 - 

1123

1125 - 

1128

1205 - 

1217

1220 - 

1232

1235 - 

1247

1250 - 

1253

1255 - 

1258

Welcome & Introduction

Cathy Montgomery, Liverpool John Moores University, United Kingdom

0834 - 

0852

Building high-quality systems: Barriers and facilitators to treatment 

Cathy Montgomery, Liverpool John Moores University, United Kingdom

1240 - 

1243

1245 - 

1248

1245 - 

1248

1400 - 

1405

1400 - 

1405

1205 - 

1220

1220 - 

1230

1305 - 

1308

1150 - 

1202

1150 - 

1202

Feedback
1300 - 

1315

1400 - 

1410

1400 - 

1402

1300 - 

1303

1235 - 

1238

1400 - 

1420

0930 - 

1100

Plenary 4: Using Data to Inform Care Models for Harm Reduction, HIV and HCV 

1110 - 

1113

1115 - 

1118

1120 - 

1123

1125 - 

1128

1110 - 

1113

1115 - 

1118

1120 - 

1123

1125 - 

1128

1310 - 

1315
Session Q&A

1250 - 

1253

1220 - 

1232

1235 - 

1238

1500 - 

1530
Questions & Discussion

1450 - 

1500
Synthesis of key insights and closing reflections

1510 - 

1515
Concluding remarks

1505 - 

1530
Discussion and closing

1525 - 

1530

Where to from here?

1445 - 

1525

1430 - 

1435

1435 - 

1505
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